A WARM INTIMACY

AND PROFESSIONAL

OBJECTIVITY

Amitabh Bachchan and I share the same age and arrived in Murnbai around the same time too. The first time I saw him was when I was at 'Dharmayug'. Like many young men I too had the good fortune of having gained the affection of Harvanshrai Bachchan. Hence my interest in Amitabh was purely because he was the son of a poet-writer and the creator of Madhushala, whom I held in great esteem. The late Satish Varma had introduced us - "This is Amit. Bachchanji's son". As I try to refresh my memory of that Amit, I also recollect the innumerable steps which this young lad climbed, with leaps and bounds and before the blink of an eyelid, became known as Amitji.

Crossing the distance from Amit to Amitji, this individual has become the epitome of a kind of success that can only be envied. Today, one has to really strain one's eyes and neck to look at the heights he has reached. There are many who have been closely watching his climb to the top. From Babu Moshai to Major Sahib and further ... and further onwards...this never ending victorious journey is an unbelievable classic of our era - and when it does become believable, it leaves one with a sense of deep satisfaction, of having been a witness to it.

I get a similar sense of gratification, when I read Sumant Mishra's interviews of Amitabh. Today, as I recall them, I feel like I am yet again witnessing a classical journey. Being able to meet and communicate with Amitabh, consistently over a span of years, is an achievement by itself. He is not merely a Super Star but a legend and has even been voted as the Star of the Millennium. To establish and sustain a bond with such a personality, on one's own accord, is no simple task. But Sumant accomplished it. The bonds of intimacy he has forged with the Bachchan family have helped bring to light an Amitabh who is reticent yet forthright. Who does not like disclosing too much about himself but ends up revealing a lot. Or rather, is unable to withhold. Amitabh has communicated to Sumant many facets

of himself, his family, his world, his outlook, his feelings...aspects that are not privy to all and sundry. Amitabh Bachchan is not merely a great actor of our times but is indeed a 'phenomenon'. Father Camille Bulke's definition of this word in his dictionary is—miracle. And Sumant has for the past fifteen years tried to understand and help the world understand, this miracle.

Interviewing is an art that seems very easy but is not. Asking questions is not a difficult task but knowing exactly what to ask most certainly is. A good interviewer is one who reflects the personality and accomplishments of the interviewee. For this, the interviewee's honesty is of prime importance, no doubt. But so is the interviewer's intention. The competency of the interviewee and the skill of the interviewer, are both put to test, in a good interview. A proficient interviewer should always keep in mind, just how much would be appropriate to ask, since this would define his intentions. Whereas, 'how much should be revealed' is a line [to be toed by an interviewee], which keeps him alert and in check from the danger of saying too much. I am pleased to note that Amitabh and Sumant have, more often than not, both passed the test of interviewing with flying colours; and undoubtedly with a subtle understanding when not to cross certain limits. This maturity has given this book, a certain elegance and beauty which can only be compared to the semi-visible allure of a face behind a fine muslin veil.

As I write this today. I remembered an old incident, connected with Amitabh's father. Satish and I were visiting him. when I told Bachchanji, that we wanted an in-depth interview of him. He insisted that I and not Satish, should pose the questions. I was stunned. Bachchanji explained "Satish could get emotionally caught up because of his devotion towards me. You on the other hand, could ask bluntly".

In my initial days in journalism this was Bachchaji's lesson to me and one which served me in good stead. Bachchanji had explained the distinction between emotional involvement and objectiveness— that relationships should not hinder the fulfilment of one's intentions. I am extremely pleased to see that Sumant has been cautious in maintaining an objective attitude in spite of sharing a close and intimate bond with the interviewee, while knowing where exactly to draw the line

in that intimacy. This prudence has lent a significance and prominence to the interviews in this book.

The result is that he has managed to motivate Amitabh into shedding light on many issues which were hitherto unasked and unanswered. But honest answers to queries solve many puzzles connected to the interviewee's personality. For these interviews, Sumant and Amitabh both must be congratulated. Surnant for his objectivity, and Amitabh for his honesty. I'm sure that this book will help us understand Amitabh the actor. And, Amitabh the person as well.

- Vishwanath Sachdev

DOWN MEMORY

LANE

"Come and watch my work", he said to me in a deep and serious voice. His eyes penetrated mine but there was in them a glimmer of intimacy. Those eyes and that voice belonged to Amitabh Bachchan. He was shooting for Indrajeef in a bungalow opposite ISKCON.

I had not gone to watch the shoot. Amitabh's P.R.O. had invited me there. It was in connection with an article published in the Navbharat Times, about a youth in Ulhasnagar, who had been burnt alive. A comparison had been drawn between Amitabh's films and the real life situation, in the article aptly titled, 'Amitabh's films encourage violence'. 'Agnipath' was running in the theatres and had a similar scene in it. Those days the 'Bofors' issue was also making headlines in the news​papers. This may have been the reasoning behind Amitabh wanting to meet the author of the article. This happened to be yours truly.

It was my very first meeting with Amitabh Bachchan. That day, I did get to see his 'work'. But that one meeting also led me to witness countless scenes and incidents that took place in his life. I am still unable to fathom the reason behind my involve​ment with him. But it is true that for little more than a decade, our mutual affec​tion flourished into a friendship, that had its beginnings in a simple request—'Come and see my work'.

While residing in Banaras, over two decades ago, I was his die-hard fan, to an extent where I had seen 'Anand' ten times and 'Abhimaan' six times. When he had been contesting elections from Allahabad, I was employed at 'Aaj,' a lead​ing newspaper. I had once attended his rally in a small town called Hadia, in the vicinity of Allahabad and had but a glimpse of this Star. Prior to my meeting with him in Bombay, in 1988, I had accompanied my wife to Rajiv Chaudhri's wedding,

at ISKCON. That very day. Amitabh was to grace the release of a T-Series cassette. at the Holiday Inn, as chief guest. It was 9pm and I took my wife along to the func​tion. We reached on time alright but when there was no sign of him till 9.45pm, I enquired with the organisers, the time of his arrival. He was to come at lOpm, is what I was informed. I immediately told my wife to keep a close watch on the time. At exactly 9.59pm, Amitabh was at the doorstep. Such was his punctuality.

After my meeting with him in the bungalow opposite ISKCON, within a matter of days, he invited me over to his house, 'Pratiksha', for a tete-a-tete. I made sure I reached on time. He led me into his room at the back of the house and we got talking. Initially he did not allow the conversation to be taped but as I gained his confidence he switched on the tape recorder himself. After the interview, he asked me to show the article to him in the evening. I left the house and on my way to the Andheri station, I switched on the tape recorder, and was horrified to find, that instead of containing that famous voice, a radio programme had acciden​tally got taped. I had no option but to rely on memory and quickly jotted down all that I remembered, on my way from Andheri to VT. I landed at 'Pratiksha' in the evening as promised, with a typed copy of the interview in my hand. I explained the mishap to Amitji and requested his permission to record his answers to a few of my questions. He simply smiled. This was my first interview that got published and he gave me a much-welcomed pat on the back.

The next I visited him was on the sets of Indrajeef, at Madh island, with my wife Nishi and my son Gappu. He met us very warmly and hit it off rather well with my son. We left Madh, with him, in the motorboat and took a lift from him, in his van. up to Malad. While getting off, my son innocently told him, "Amitabh Bachchan. please come again tomorrow". I scolded my son later for not using the term 'Uncle'.

Once, I paid him a visit at home, along with my entire family. He extended his hos​pitality to my family and after making sure my wife and son were seated comfort​ably in the lawn. he took me in his room so as to talk to me at length. At that time too, my son asked him, "Amitabh Bachchan, let's play football". And he did. Finally

when we left to go home, a warm feeling of satisfaction pervaded me. As I got out, I bumped into Vivek Mushran, who told me that I had just left the place they consider their temple. This is the extent of respect Amitabh commands from people.

At the party after the premier of 'Jumma Chumma in London', he sat with my son in his lap for a long time. He only handed him over to me when the child had fall​en asleep. One night I returned home quite late from work and found my wife waiting out in the balcony for me. The moment I stepped into the house, she blurt-ed out in one breath, "Amitabh Bachchan had called and he called me Bhabhiji". Similarly, I had once called from Banaras. Jaya Bhabhi had wanted me to do something for her. but Amitji happened to answer the phone. We spoke for a while and before disconnecting he said something that made me appreciate his upbringing and realise how cultured the man was. He said, "Please convey my regards to all the elders at home".

One day when I had visited him at his home, he took me to the drawing room, where he introduced me to a family, who had come to meet him all the way from London. Nothing very surprising in that. considering his fan following is spread across the globe. But this family had come to meet him for a specific purpose. Their young daughter was lying in coma in a hospital in London. She only respond​ed to Amitabh's voice and came out of the coma every time she heard it on tape. The moment the tape recorder was put off she slipped right back into a coma. He was recording a-message for that girl. I related this to my editor who told me that this was a box item. I dashed off an article which read—'Not just a magi​cian but a doctor too'.

Early one morning, I got a call. The voice at the other end said, "Sumant, Amitabh. How are you placed today, in the evening?" "Relatively free". I answered. "Babuji is completing his 85th birthday. I was wondering, if you could come over so we can prod him into saying a few words", said Amitabh. I was pretty taken aback. Nevertheless, Vishwanathji and I decided to go together. Unfortunately due to work in office, he could not make it and I went alone. Along with me, Amitji also

began posing questions to his father. This was indeed a unique experience for me.

A day prior to Holi, Jaya Bhabhi extended an invitation to my wife and me to cel​ebrate the festival with them at 'Pratiksha'. For the first time in my life, I experi​enced, celebrated and enjoyed this festival so much. We have celebrated Holi with the Bachchan's quite a few times subsequently. For my sons, Saurabh and Sukant these were enjoyable moments.

Once during Diwali. I was alone at home. When Amitabh got to know this, he invit​ed me over to his house. Amitji celebrates Diwali with the same gusto and enthu​siasm as Holi. It seemed as though ' Pratiksha's lawn had been converted into a huge mall selling fire crackers.

His 50th birthday too. was celebrated no differently. 'Pratiksha', was enveloped by a huge crowd on the outside. Indoors, friends, family and celebrities from the film industry had all gathered to greet their hero. My son said to him, "I want a centu​ry, Amitabh Uncle". Amitji fondly caressed his hair and said to me, "He speaks like a cricketer". The ambience that day appeared no different from a festival. And I was fortunate to have been witness, nay, be a part, of that momentous occasion. As I write this, remembering that day, my heart fills with a deep sense of joy.

I remember the day when, Sushila Koirala, the wife of the Prime Minister of Nepal, a family friend, and her daughter in law, Sushama, were visiting Manisha Koirala in Mumbai. Coincidentally, I was present at Manisha's house. At this meeting, Manisha's mother, Sushama, expressed her desire to meet Amitji. Her eager request was difficult to resist but I was a bit unsure of myself - how was I to present this request to Amitji? Nevertheless, despite the dilemma in mind, I lifted the telephone receiver and began to dial Pratiksha's number. At that time I didn't believe that Amitji will so willingly agree to welcome unexpected guests; he even gave a time for the visit! The day came when we were to make the visit to Pratiksha, and as luck would have it, we reached an hour later than the appointed time. But there they were, the Bachchans, perfect hosts that they are, ready to receive us at the door!

Babuji had slipped and fallen in the bathroom and was at once rushed to the

Breach candy Hospital. Amitabh was in the USA, staging a show when he got the news. He postponed it and hurried back the next day. He was at Babuji's bedside from 5am to 9arn. I would visit the hospital in the evenings and then get dropped off at Juhu, in Amitji's van. I would watch him sitting opposite me throughout the car ride. He used to be totally silent and his face almost seemed like a Mahatma. He was deeply troubled from within but his face remained expressionless. Babuji came home from Breach Candy, was admitted within a few days at Hinduja, was discharged and admitted again...One day I visited Hinduja with Vishwanathji. He tried to make Babuji who was bedridden, talk. They spoke a lot. One day, at the hospital, Amitabh said to me, "Come Sumant, let's pray". That was the first time I had seen him really disturbed and worried. I hesitantly told him that, back home. he was known as the crisis-buster. I advised him to arrange for the chanting of prayers for Hanumanji as it was done on an auspicious day every month. He agreed and asked me to let him know the right day. On the auspicious day I was working in office and Jaya Bhabhi called to ask why I was getting this done. I told her that for the first time I have seen Amitji so worried. She asked me to join the prayer meeting and also to get along the English translation of that particular prayer book, so that Abhishek and Shweta could participate.

I went to 'Pratiksha' at night. From 12am till 4am. Amitji, Bhabhiji and I participat​ed in the 'havan' [Hindu religious ceremony] and prayer meeting. I slept over at their place at night. When I awoke Amitji, had left for the hospital early in the morn​ing. This is the extent of his love and attachment to his father. Two days later, Babuji came home hale and hearty. I do not know whether the credit for his recovery should go to the prayers we had jointly offered or to the loving care and sacrifice of his son.

In 1995, a day before Holi, once again I had the good fortune to be invited to 'Pratiksha'. On reaching I learnt that Babuji had been taken to the Breach Candy Hospital. I spent the whole day at the hospital along with the entire Bachchan family. It was my first Holi in which I had not even put a 'tikka' [mark of colour] on my forehead. I cannot explain the emotional bonding that prompted me to be by their side in that crisis. Babuji returned home in a couple of days and the crisis had

passed by..

In 1996, Amitji organised the Miss World Beauty Pageant in Bangalore. My wife and I too received an invitation. At the event, I got the chance of seeing Amitji, com​pletely dedicated and involved in the organisation of the show. In spite of all the controversy it created, this grand function was extremely successful. Two days later I went to 'Pratiksha' to wish Babuji on his birthday. Amitji discussed the arrangements of the function with me in great detail. I could sense in him a cer​tain apprehension, which he was trying to overcome by chatting with me.

In 1997, I was ill for four months and was transferred from the nursing home in Borivali to Bombay Hospital. Both Amitji and Jayaji constantly enquired about my health. Last year, due to a kidney problem I was admitted at the Jaslok Hospital and later at the RG Stone for two and a half months. Amitji had scolded me for not letting him know about my ailment. Because when he had called, I had already been discharged from the hospital. I let him know that this time, a better known hospital had in fact, further aggravated my illness and that I was finally going home. But suddenly I took a turn for the worse. Much later when we met at a function he asked me, "Did you get my letter?"

In my journey, down memory lane, there are many such incidents which I would like to treasure as my inheritance...these memories are of that Amitabh, who is not a Super Star, nor a legend. These memories are of an Amitabh who believes in maintaining friendship and sustaining its warmth, lifelong. He knows perfectly well why and how he must establish these bonds. Thanking Amitji, for this innocent inti​macy between us, would be an insult to all that we have shared. And that is some​thing I could never do. I wish and hope that this warmth between us grows over the years and never ends-never!

SUMANT MISHRA Intervew I'M NO LONGER THE AMITABH OF

"BOMBAY TO GOA..."

While standing on the threshold of turning 50, Amitabh Bachchan has decided to mould himself in a new cast. He says that age has very subtly reminded him that he can no longer continue with the kind of roles he has been enacting for the past 15 years. Nevertheless, going by the success of 'Aaj Ka Arjun', it seems his audi​ence still wants to see him singing and dancing a la 'Khaike Paan Banaraswaia'.

After a string of flops like, 'GangaJamunaSaraswasti', 'Toofan'. 'Jadugar', 'Main Aazad Hoon' and 'Agnipath', the success of 'Aaj Ka Arjun' has boosted his self confidence. The following is an excerpt of my tete-a-tete with him.

Q. Has the success of 'Aaj Ka Arjun' brought an end to your bad phase?

A. Quite frankly. I am yet to understand the yardstick that measures failure and success. In my mind. 'Ganga Jamuna Saraswati', 'Shahenshah', 'Toofan' and 'Agnipath' were also successful. There is, albeit, a narrow difference in the prime cost and box office collection of a movie. This is why people normally tend to weigh success and failure in those terms. Even relative failures do business in crores. The credit for 'Aaj Ka Arjun's' success, goes to Bokadia sahib, whose direc​torial debut this is.

Q. You just mentioned prime cost?

A. It's like this. 'Shahenshah' and 'Kayamat' both had a turnover in crores. But while 'Shahenshah' cost 80 lakhs in one area, 'Kayamat' cost 40 lakhs. Which was

why. there was a remarkable difference in the profits. This has made me reflect deeply on this matter and I'm contemplating reducing the prime cost of my movies. If required, I don't even mind reducing my price. Because, I have come to realise, that somehow, my films end up costing a lot more. And later on, that causes problems in its distribution.

Q. You had recently mentioned that you would now like to switch to more mature roles, befitting your age?

A. It's high time don't you think, considering I'm almost fifty? I'm no longer the Amitabh of 'Bombay To Goa'. So I would naturally like to do something different and, as you say, befitting my age. I'm acting as Neelam's father in Indrajeef and in 'Hum' I'm the elder brother.

Q. What is delaying the release of 'Ajooba'?

A. Actually it's being held up due to certain fantasy scenes which still have to be shot. And I guess the producer Mr. Shashi Kapoor would be able to satisfy your query on that.

Q. It has been heard that you wanted 'Hum' to be released first?

A. Absolutely not. Nothing depends on our whims and fancies. This film has been completed and the dubbing for the film is going on.

Q. The song 'Chumma Chumma' in 'Hum' has been copied in another film. What do you have to say about that?

A. Copying the same tune is pretty common, let alone the lyrics. In the south some producer has copied the set in 'Hum' and even made a film. Frankly, who's doing what is really none of my concern.

Q. It has also been heard that certain Muslim organisations have created a furore over the same song?

A. I'm quite unaware of this. It's really just a song and there was never any inten​tion to hurt anybody's sentiments.

Q. Recently you have been staging a lot of shows abroad.

A. It so happens that most of these are for charitable causes or institutions. We just raised 9 lakh pounds in England which was donated to hospitals treating cancer, certain Indian charities and those Indians who have had the misfortune of being stranded in Kuwait.

Q. You are also visiting South Africa soon?

A. Yes, we are planning a show there. I don't want to do anything wrong. Only after the requisite permissions from both countries are granted, will I go. We don't intend breaking any laws. And nor do we want to hurt anyone's sentiments.

Q. Do you intend signing any new films after the success of 'Aaj Ka Arjun'?

A. No I'm just trying to complete all my prior commitments. Only after I complete the shooting of these films will I sign new ones.

Q. Will you be starring in Rakesh Roshan's and Bokadia's new films?

A. I have made promises to certain people which I will have to honour. Rakesh Roshan is one of them.

Q. Do you not wish to produce or direct? A. No, I do not feel capable enough for that. Q. Capable, you are. A. No, not in my mind.

"I RECEIVED A LOVE THAT IS INCREDIBLE,

UNCONDITIONAL.."

There was once a time when I was under the impression, that the boundaries of art and culture were confined within the borders of a nation. But my recent tour of South Africa, a picturesque country nestling on the sandy shores of the Arabian Sea, thousands of miles away from home turf, not only left me spellbound but shat​tered this misconception. I am now convinced that art and culture are truly uni​versal.

Circa 199L On the festival of Dassera, I reached Durban Airport from London. En route to the hotel, I was cheered and welcomed by what seemed to me, a sea of humanity and the small distance took three long hours to cover. Barricades put up by the police had been carelessly broken and all caution was thrown to the winds. As a result, the route to the airport was closed for a good four hours. There was a riot of colourful banners welcoming me outside the airport. A few that took me by surprise had the words, 'Amitabh Chumma-Chumma De De' and 'Amitabh you are the King'. I don't know their perception of a king but they sure made me feel like one. The love and affection they so generously poured on me, is a mem​ory that is priceless and one I will treasure all my life.

Having seen me on screen or perhaps between the pages of tabloids, they were unable to contain their excitement now, of getting a glimpse of me in flesh and blood. Some burst into tears, others kept kissing my hands and still others would unabashedly bend down to touch my feet. Then again, some would touch me, unable to believe that it was no dream. I was much too dumbfounded to try and figure out how I should react.

I have hosted stage shows all over the world but the one in Durban is definitely my favourite. Their excitement and enthusiasm was so infectious. I sang and danced

on their request with such gay abandon that I almost torgot I had to perform the next day at a show in Johannesburg. Both those shows had an audience of over a lakh inside the stadium and half that number, outside. They screamed for 'Chumma-Chumma'. When I finally sang the song, they went practically berserk.

My reason for mentioning this is to endorse the fact that such kind of shows should be encouraged, as they strengthen the cultural ties between nations.The Indian government has certainly taken the first step towards this. Political issues should not hinder the exchange of cultural wealth. Especially in a country that has so many Indians and who still consider themselves to be so. I have no idea what they gained from my tour. But no matter how hard I try, I cannot quite express what I got from them. When I visited 'Aryan Home', a Home for the aged. one aged lady caught hold of my hand and refused to let go, till the security personnel con​vinced her that I would return. She repeated continuously, 'My son has returned'. This home has been the recipient of a collection of funds from my shows. While I'm revealing this to you I have received a letter informing me that from the same funds, a village is being established and named, 'The Amitabh Bachchan Village for Happiness and Hope'.

When I visited 'Aryan Home' I was told that the people in Chattesberth were keen to meet me but could not afford tickets to the show. I immediately agreed to visit them and when I set out, I was informed that a crowd of over 50,000 had gath​ered to see me. It was impossible to wade through the crowd so I was dropped by a chopper on to the terrace of a huge shopping mall. There was much jubilation on sighting the chopper but the moment I alighted there was pin drop silence. And when I took hold of the mike, they simply went wild with joy. I cannot describe the reaction of those who saw my last few shows. Unfortunately, I could not meet them, so I tried to make up by distributing my autographed posters.

A sea of banners and placards were waving, some with the swastika emblem oth​ers with the 'OM' imprinted on them. But the one that was astounding was a huge wedding photograph of Jaya and me. Then there was a fan who wanted me to autograph his chest. I even visited a few areas where it is believed that I hail from

South Africa and merely live in India. This belief or conviction perhaps stems from an incredible unconditional love. Nevertheless, this 49- year-old man finds it incomprehensible and is left speechless.

The love they showered on me was equally showered on all the other artistes who accompanied me. People were camped outside our hotel right through the night. All night I had to wave out through my window.

I found the country to be stunningly beautiful. But even more beautiful are its peo​ple. Sadly I couldn't tour throughout the country but I have been so deeply touched that I would like to be among its people not once or twice but a million times over.

Intervew A HAT-TRICK AND A NATIONAL AWARD

The cycie has changed and once again, Amitabh Bachchan is seeing a good phase in his life. 'Aaj Ka Arjun ' is a hit 'Hum ' is successful 'Agnipath ' has just won him the National Award for the Best Actor and now 'Ajooba' is a roaring success.

By being awarded the Nationa! Award, Amitabh managed to raise a few eye​brows. Some feel that he received it for the wrong film others feel that such an award should not have been conferred upon an actor of mainstream cinema and still others have varied reservations.

The following is an extract from my conversation with Amitabh, on winning the National Award.

Q. What is your reaction on winning the National Award for 'Best Actor'?

A. Receiving any award brings joy and happiness. But being the recipient of this award has strengthened my belief that cinema cannot be split into sections. Cinema is either good or bad. Moreover, the film for which I have been bestowed this award has been appreciated by the masses. An award is not merely a man​tle piece decoration in your drawing room. It's a feeling, a sensation that you can​not ignore as long as you live. If is a symbol of love which I have been receiving from the masses for the last so many years.

Q. Some sections in the film industry have their reservations about this particular award. Why?

A. I leave this to the government and to the jury. I am not attached to either. But when the government confers an award to a film it does so after heeding the response of the masses. Then of course, controversies are good too. And how can my life be devoid of them? [Laughingly] A person's importance is also measured by how controversial he is.

Q. You have managed a hat trick after a long time. Do you believe in destiny?

A. But of course. Just a while ago I was told by somebody that according to the stars I was going through a bad phase, which is now over. Maybe there was some truth to it. On my part, I give my best to each and every film I work in. But nobody can predict how it is going to fare. Yes, whatever is destined will happen. You can call this a miracle. And miracles are successful. I am particularly happy with 'Ajooba's' success because Sashi Kapoor had worked really hard on this film.

Q. A couple of years ago, a few of your films had flopped and people had imme​diately placed Anil Kapoor in the number one slot. Could that have any thing to

do with the recent controversy regarding 'Hum'?

A. I really wouldn't know why people would behave in this manner. I have no evi​dence to state that Anil Kapoor is behind all this and what his reasons are. So I wouldn't want to blame him. I am merely answering your questions. I've suffered a lot by not entertaining queries from the press and I wouldn't like to repeat that mistake. Hence, whenever any question is posed to me, I answer it.

Q. When neither the producer nor the director of 'Hum' is giving any clarifications, why are you?

A. Precisely because the questions are being fired to me. Also because the entire unit of 'Hum' is like a team. Any one spokesman speaks on behalf of the entire team. And I don't think I have done any wrong by choosing to be the spokesman.

Q. How are your relations with Boney and Anil Kapoor?

A. Excellent, with both. We even drop in at each others' place once in a while. But the enmity that has been painted between us by the trade magazines is false and in bad taste. But what is unbelievable is that it has been mentioned even in Filmfare, that not only am I forcing the press to declare 'Hum' as a hit, but that if they did not abide, then I would see to it that they get 'hit'. Now this is the limit and truly unbecoming of any film journal. 'Film Information' has nothing to do with the film. They are neither the producers, directors, nor the financiers. Why does this film matter so much to them?

Q. What have you to say about the controversy over the song, 'Jumma-Chumma'?

A. That song was conceived merely for creating an entertaining atmosphere and has only entertainment value. Hindi films have been known to have worse songs. There are innuendoes galore, to every word, every sentence and it depends entirely on the listener how he wants to react.

Q. If the censor has passed this song then why is it not being aired on TV and A.I.R? A. They know best. As tar as I know. those who were interested in the distribution of the audio and video cassettes of this film and were disappointed on not being given the right to do so. had threatened the producer, that they would make sure this song did not get past the censors and that the film would be a flop.

Q. It's been said that you are in the process of signing new films? A. I have said so before and I repeat again that I'm. not signing any new films unless and until I complete my past commitments. No doubt, a few producers, like Rakesh Roshan. Rajesh Khanna, Feroz Khan, A. Poornachand Rao. Mahesh Bhatt, Yash Chopra, Indu Irani, etc. have met me. I have neither agreed nor disagreed to do their films. Let me first complete my earlier films then depending on my state of mind, I'll take an appropriate decision. I wish that new films are completed and released in a span of six months as I believe it would benefit everyone.

Q. What kind of roles would you prefer in your forthcoming films?

A. Now that I'm fifty, I'll take on roles that befit my age. It's no longer possible to enact romantic and action roles. I haven't given it too much thought as yet.

IF HE HAD NOT BEEN MY HUSBAND, HE WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE BEEN A VERY DEAR FRIEND -

JAVA BACHCHAN

Legendary actor Amitabh Bachchan, who has reigned over the hearts of miUions, since the past two decades, will enter the 50th year of his life on the 11th of October. On this auspicious occasion, his wife, Jaya, sheds light on some known

and unknown aspects of his personality. The following is a first person presentation on Amitabh as an actor, husband, father, son and above all. a human being, by none other than his wife, Jaya Bachchan.

I first met Amitji on the sets of 'Guddi'. He was to act in the film and had come there with Mehmood's younger brother Anwar. Although, I had seen him at the Film Institute in Pune, when he had visited with Khwaja Ahmed Abbas, I had not met him. So, it was on the sets of 'Guddi', that Hrishikesh Mukherji introduced us.

On a professional level, I not just enjoyed working with Amitji, but enjoyed it very much. We had an excellent working relationship and understood each other's approach and methodology of work.

Commenting on him as an actor I can objectively say that most of his films have been mainstream cinema, bereft of intellectual or 'arty' content. In spite of that, he has always portrayed his characters with such honesty and conviction that they have come alive on screen. He got under the skin of the character, so to speak. In fact one often gets the impression that any other actor, with even one percent less talent than Amitabh, would have ruined the character and proven to be the downfall of the film. Indeed one has to credit him with the success of many of his films. On the sheer strength of his acting talent, even films with a weak screenplay have done well. Hence it would not be wrong to say that his mere presence in the film lures the audience. If you recollect some of his older movies, you will realise that they have done well only because of him.

On being asked why she had cornered him in the video magazine 'Manoranjan ', Jaya replies:

No. I had not cornered him. I merely questioned him on something we were dis​cussing at that moment. My argument was, should not an actor, who has estab​lished himself and proven his acting capabilities, take a detour from commercial cinema and move towards more challenging films, instead? He countered it by saying that he could not leave the ladder that had brought him to his current

heights, and begin climbing another one in its place. I understand his point. But I also feel that an artiste, who has reached a certain peak, has a responsibility towards his audience. He should stimulate them to grow by improving their cine-matic tastes. Like for instance, you are a writer. It you continue with your style of writing without trying out something different, you will eventually come to a point of boredom and so will your readers. He has established himself as an actor of high repute and has the requisite talent too. So why can't he slowly and subtly take on the responsibility of altering the palate of the audience for better films? Especially since, he has reached a position where, he can afford to take a risk. And. in fact he had, with 'Mein Aazaad Hoon'. We can't say that the film was not appreciat​ed. Those who saw it certainly did.

As a husband, Amitji's greatest virtue is, when he takes something on hand, he sees it through to its completion. He consistently endeavours to fulfill his responsi​bilities, be it in his role as a husband, a father, brother or son. Whether or not he is successful is another matter and depends on a lot of other considerations. But he tries his level best. My only ruse with him is that, he does not spend the kind of time with me, as a husband should. Though, on being an artiste myself, I understand his time constraints and I am supportive. So there are no complaints really. Actually, the reason I don't complain, is because when we got married, I knew I was to face this 'problem' in the future and was well prepared for it.

There are a lot of things which I would have liked to do with my husband but sim​ply have not got the chance. The reason for which is his tight schedule. Little things, like collecting the children's reports from school or meeting the teachers to discuss their progress. He could not accompany me. He used to try hard to attend school functions or programmes but was not always successful.

Similarly there are a million household things which he could not share or partici​pate in. Sometimes you feel like seeing a movie with the kids or having an outing with them. It's not like you can't but it's just not the same. Because of his status, it becomes more of a public happening. More often than not, he simply does not have the time. But that is changing of late. He is making every attempt to make

up for that loss and spends a great deal of time with us, now that he has some to spare,

I feel that even as a husband, he has always been busy. But in spite of his profes​sional constraints, he has played the role of a father to the hilt. He is an excellent father and like I said before, he is making up for lost time. As a human being, he is extraordinary. He is a very sensitive and emotional human being. Just a few days ago, Govinda made a very poignant comment. He said, that whenever he sees Amitfi anywhere, he thinks twice about greeting him because the man is so quiet and withdrawn, almost like he is meditating, that one does not like to disturb him. This is a very fond yet correct assessment of his per​sonality.

I too often feel this way when I see him sitting. If he's busy with something, even if it is an important matter. I don't like to disturb him with it.

He is mentally prepared to handle any crisis and when faced with one, looks at it with a very different perspective. This has been my personal experience. If he had not been my husband believe me he would have been a very dear and close friend. I'm certain we would have shared a very special and long lasting bond.

In my opinion, even though he is very popular with the masses, within the industry, there are many who... I wouldn't say envy him, but are perhaps in awe of him. Maybe even a trifle scared of him. He commands a lot of respect and is greatly loved by all those in the industry. Most of them are his die hard fans. Recently in a film magazine there was a write up where many film artistes have praised him. He was unanimously declared to be a good actor, an astonishing personality and a thorough gentleman.

It's rather embarrassing tor me to praise my own husband. But I can't help endors​ing all that he has done. He is emotional no doubt but is also creative. I'm pretty sure that if he had not joined the industry he would definitely have been involved in one of the many streams of Art and would have been successful there too.

Because not only has God blessed him with loads of talent but has instilled in him a sense of discipline and commitment, which I believe is equally important for suc​cess.

Somehow I continue to get this feeling that the near future will bring about an extremely peaceful phase in his life. And that the kind of recognition he will get will be far more and very different to what he has hitherto experienced. This is my gut feeling. It comes from observing the change in his personality. I just feel that he will now experience a very peaceful and contented period of his life.

He has always been against scolding the children. Every time I got upset with them he would advice me that children aren't in the wrong always. Adults too could make a mistake in understanding their behaviour. And that we have an absurd tradition which believes that only adults can be in the right. He feels that when children are subdued in childhood, they often lack self confidence as adults. Hence it is essential that they be raised to believe, that their opinions also matter. This will boost their self esteem, instill in them a positive attitude and make them confident to step out into the world. But if they are constantly put down how will they ever be self sufficient? They will lag behind throughout their lives and will find it difficult to accomplish anything. My retort had always been that even so, they should also listen to their parents. But he is convinced that a generation gap does and will always exist between any two generations, because the very perspective in which things are seen is so different. Rather than fight it, you need to understand it. And that once you accept that. life can be smooth sailing. Relationships can become stronger and more fulfilling for all concerned.

I have a strong desire to see Amitji work in a really good film. A film he will be remembered for. Up till now, he has always been remembered for his perfor​mance. People have appreciated his performance because it has been enact​ed with conviction. But I'm sure they will appreciate him more if he works in a film which has a good story. It could be a historical film or one based on a classic but it should be something that would immortalise him. This is something I wish from the bottom of my heart.

THE

CELEBRATION

Super Star Amitabh Bachchan has seen the silver and golden jubilees of his innu​merable films. But on the 1 1th of October, he saw and celebrated his own golden jubilee as well. Celebrated with simplicity, it was nonetheless, extremely sophisti​cated. The following is an eye-witness account of the celebration of his 50th birth​day.

On this family occasion, his father, noted writer and poet. Dr. Harivanshrai Bachchan, said to him. "Munna, today you have become fifty. You have my bless​ings and I sincerely wish that you complete a century".

Amen to that. These wishes are not restricted to him alone. All of Amitabh's fans, from two year olds to eighty year olds, wish and pray for his long life. A large crowd, patiently waited outside his home, 'Pratiksha', and on a mere glimpse of him, shouted loudly, "We want a century!"

On the night of the 10th, Amitabh, dressed in a slate coloured suit and sporting a snowy beard, attended the 'First Observer Screen Awards' at the Leela Kempinski Hotel, with daughter Shweta in tow. From the moment he walked in, all eyes were on the clock, in anticipation of it striking 12 midnight, so that the lilting notes of 'Happy Birthday' could ring under the open sky. This is precisely what happened. As the clock struck twelve, the brightly lit venue of the Awards function, came alive, as bottles of champagne were opened to the chant of 'Happy Birthday Amitabh'.

Hardly an hour later, Amitabh arrived at the Juhu Centaur Hotel, for the 42nd birth​day of 'Screen' the English weekly.The hotel witnessed a repeat performance of the happenings at the Leela. Finally, at 3 am. when he arrived home, his security

personnel and domestic servants affectionately wished their hero.

The next day, i.e. on the 11th of October, his house was virtually engulfed by a throng of people from all walks of life—age, sex and caste no bar. From llam onwards, the road leading to his house was lined with cars filled with gifts and peo​ple, who patiently waited for the green signal to enter inside. Only a selected few were allowed entry after a thorough security check. Just then. a horde of 250 peo​ple, holding placards reading 'Amitabh Bachchan Fans Association' arrived on the scene. Some were seen holding banners of 'Long Live Amitabh Bachchan', some held bouquets of flowers and garlands. Such was the panoramic view out​side his house.

Indoors too the mood was festive. After all, 'Pratiksha' had donned the bridal attire after years. No sooner had the clock struck midnight Amitabh, dressed in a white kurta-pyjama, with a shawl draped over his shoulders, came out of his room and went straight to the temple in the house. Following that he went to his parents to take their blessings. A while later he went into his backyard where he was melodi​ously cheered and wished by thousands of his fans and admirers. He then cut the cake, accepted greetings, garlands and gifts from the members of his fan club and spent a good one and a half hours with them. It was a pleasant day, the sun making an occasional appearance while playing hide and seek with clouds, as the trees surrounding the garden, moved gently, swayed by the breeze. The secu​rity personnel outside the house were trying their best to contain the exuberant crowd. Amitabh came out a few times to accept their greetings.

Later he proceeded to his drawing room where his family, friends and relatives were eagerly waiting for him. There, on a big round table, fifty candles in silver-candle stands were impatient to be blown off in one single breath, by this master magician of the film industry. Jayaji lit the candles as all those present in the room gathered around the table. The room echoed with the sound of claps as Amitabh blew them out and cut the cake. He fed the first bite to his father. But when he was about to feed his mother, she held his hand and instead fed it to him, her dearest 'Munna'. Her eyes were moist with joy as she sang to him, "A long life to you".

It was now time to spend a few moments with his staff, waiting out in the garden. They presented him with silver coins, bottles of Champagne and other presents. At last the moment arrived when, Amitabh invited all his guests at home to watch a video film made for him by both his children, Shweta and Abhishek. He sat himself on the floor and an incredible tribute to him unfolded on the screen.

On the guitar notes of 'Happy Birthday' strummed by both his and Ajitabh's chil​dren, all the members of the family, including the milkman, paper delivery boy, the car cleaners, cooks and other domestic help of the household had heartily pitched in with their greetings. His father gave his blessings and mother Teji said. "Munna you are fifty today. I always pray to God for you". Wife Jaya had this to say—"I have stood by you for the last twenty years and will continue doing so in future".

His secretary, Sheetal Jain had this message for his boss—"I have witnessed and felt the love and adulation showered on you by all your admirers". His staff wished that they would be together to celebrate his century.

Amitabh was overjoyed with the tasteful celebration of this joyous occasion and regaled everyone with his wit. Younger brother Ajitabh told him, "You have seen the silver and golden jubilee of your films. Now as you complete your 50th year and step into your 51st, live, experience and enjoy your own golden jubilee!"

Thus, amidst family, friends and colleagues, accepting greetings understarry skies, this Super Star who had outshone all others for over two decades entered his 51st year, on this planet, at midnight, on the 12th of October.

I wish him the very best in life and hope that his long stride never stops nor falters but keeps going on...and on...!

THE GOVERNMENT IS HARASSING ME

WITHOUT REASON

AMITABH ON BOFORS

The Indian government has intentionally prolonged the trial proceedings taking place between my brother Ajitabh and the Swedish newspaper 'Dagens Nyheter',

I have received a letter of apology from the Swedish newspaper, which I have not accepted because I am waiting for the court's verdict. Once that is out, it will undoubtedly begin a marathon battle. Only then will I break my silence on the issue.

The Indian government is irrationally plaguing my brother and me. Just as the Income Tax department had re-assessed my income for the last fourteen years and slapped a hefty penalty of three and a half crore rupees on me, similarly, the directorate has once again, served my brother a notice under FERA.

I would like to know what the government wishes to prove, by these action, espe​cially when two years ago it had exonerated Ajitabh. The enforcement direc​torate had acquitted Ajitabh after a complete and thorough investigation, after which he had settled abroad, putting this entire case behind him. But now he has been re-called, that too after two long years.

The government is fully aware of our non-involvement in the Bofors case. This is why it is desperate to make us the scapegoats.

I would like to know the source behind the government's claim about our Swiss accounts. Whom does that account belong to? And. why pray, is the government not furnishing any hardcore evidence? I believe that a long and bitter battle is in the offing, which is bound to open up a Pandora's Box.

As for my Income Tax penalty case, it is being pleaded in court and I am hopeful that it will be in my favour. I would like to make known the harrassement that we are being subjected to. In 1982, during the course of an interview, a journalist had enquired about my health and I had told him that in 1982. I was at the Breach Candy Hospital after my accident. In 1983, I had burnt my hand. In 1984. I was ill with Myasthenia Gravis. Thereafter, I received a cutting of the interview and along with it was a lengthy list of questions regarding the exact time. location and the expense I incurred for that burn, which hospital treated me, etc.

There was another notice which said that I had stated in my interview that I was a victim of Myasthenia Gravis and since I went abroad for treatment, they wanted me to furnish the details and the cost of my visits. On another occasion, a journal​ist had asked me which were the happiest moments I had shared with my family, I had replied that they were during my holiday, on board the 'Tuie Tuie', which had taken my family and me. from London to New York. Soon after I was sent a notice along with the cutting, asking me to give details about how many people had accompanied me, from where I had booked the tickets, their cost and where I had stayed.

I had sent a letter about all this to the Prime Minister but neither did he acknowl​edge it nor did he reply. This makes two things very clear. Either he has no evi​dence against me or he does not know how to read or write.

DESPITE BEING AN INDIAN, I HAD TO SEEK JUSTICE

AT A BRITISH COURT

I feel that due to me existing riaws in tne inaian governmenr's legal documenta​tion of the Bofors enquiry, the dealers are not being exposed. Instead of listing the names of the dealers, the government has cited names of those individuals who would bring to light the failures of the government.

I am unhappy with the current government which is playing a game of political retribution. If the government had not played these games, the dealers would have long been exposed by now. The six month delay in the enquiry has put brakes in the otherwise smooth proceedings thus affecting its pace. The Janata Dal had announced that it would divulge the names of the dealers in 30 days. Well, forget 30, 300 days have passed yet nothing has been revealed.

Our innocence has been proved in the British court in the case against the Swedish newspaper 'Dagens Nyheter'. What hurt me most about all this was the fact that in spite of being an Indian, I had to attend proceedings in a British court, where my government was being heavily criticised. Hence it is my humble request to the Prime Minister, to carry out a thorough investigation in order to get to the bottom of this case. And find out, once and for ail. the names of those who had published that news in the newspaper.

For four long years we shouted from the roof-tops that we were innocent but our pleas fell on deaf ears. This is why we had no option but to go to court. We got jus​tice. As far as I am concerned the chapter is closed.

Anyway the matter is now clear to Indians as well as the rest of the world. If they had any evidence against us they would definitely have submitted it. I am not a

politician to go campaigning around. My only option as a common man was to approach the court, which is precisely what I did. The judge exonerated me. I had not gone to protest any political issue. All I want to say is that since the last four years, my entire family has been bearing the brunt of false accusations. I was being harassed without reason.

I am also very upset about the fact that India has come under criticism, interna​tionally. It is hence imperative that the government goes to the bottom of this case. I am glad that an enquiry is on and am anxiously waiting for those guilty to be punished.

Intervew I DON'T HAVE TOO MANY FRIENDS IN THE INDUSTRY, BUT I REALLY DON'T KNOW WHY

Q. It has been heard that you are entering politics once again?

A. Yes, something to that effect has been mentioned in the press. According to them even Jaya will be contesting elections. But the truth of the matter is that nei​ther I nor Jaya have any such intentions. I'm busy completing my old commit​ments and not signing any new films. Maybe that has given people the wrong impression that I'm planning to join politics again. Actually, I merely want to take

a break and spend time with my parents and my family.

Q. After the sad demise of your close friend Rajiv, Sonia Gandhi is at a loss. Since you are one of the few people she can trust, don't you think that you should find time for politics and help her?

A. By force of habit, I find myself totally involved in any work I take up, and want to complete it at any cost. Now that I'm deciding to cut down on my films, peo​ple surmise that it is because I intend joining politics. Yes, Rajeev was a very dear friend. It's also true that I'm one of Soniaji's genuine well wishers and I'm close to her family. But how will my entering politics ease her concerns and her pain? And why would she need me or require my help? She is extremely strong, sensible. competent and fully capable of taking her own decisions. She is aware of what she should and should not do.

Q. How does turning fifty feel?

A. Surprising, as a matter of fact. There was a time in my life when I thought I was nearing my end. But thanks to God and all my well wishers I survived and was able to complete half a century of my life.

Q. When you had left your job in Calcutta in order to join films, did you have the slightest inkling that you would one day be known as a 'one man industry' and reach these heights?

A. When one attains the kind of position, like I have in my film career, his every move is closely watched and speculated on. Today I'm known as a one man industry. No, when I left my job in Calcutta to try my luck in films, I had no idea that this day would come. I was fond of acting and thought that I should give it a try. Besides. I could have always gone back to a job if things had not worked out. But with God's grace I got an opportunity and was heartily welcomed by the audi​ence. It is because the masses have accepted me and appreciated my talent that I have been known as an actor. What more can an artiste hope for?

Q. Has it ever happened that while performing any role, you have had to sub​merge your inherent personality? If yes then did it happen during the story session or while shooting?

A. I have seen plenty of ups and downs in my life. Even after having a successful career in films, many a times I've had to play characters that have been so diag-onally opposite my personality that I've had to forget who I really am while enact​ing those roles. But being an actor and a professional I did whatever I was told. I must also do what the role demands. I've often faced this situation in Manmohan Desai's and Prakash Mehra's films.

You will probably agree with me when I say that, as a professional, one should put one's heart and soul in one's work. Nothing should be done half heartedly because it will never be successful. Besides it tantamounts to betraying your pro​fession and I doubt if any one would like to do that. Hence I have no regrets doing whatever I have been asked to, since it was what my profession demanded. I would not like to comment any further on this.

Q. Your father has penned a very candid autobiography. Would you too like to do that some day?

A. At present I just want to rest. And this is not something I've given much thought to. My father's autobiography is a work of literature and it is philosophical in its theme, touching various aspects of life. Speaking for myself, my life is so unlike Babuji's. It's not actively fulfilling, so I don't think it deserves to be penned. And quite frankly, it's been an open book. So much has been written about me that I don't know what more to add.

Q. But just in case you do, would it be on Amitabh the person orAmitabh the Super Star?

A. If and I repeat if I do, then it would definitely be on the person rather than the super star, since I don't believe in such labels. I am and have always thought of

myself as a mere human being and that is what I would write about.

Q. What is the reason behind your having such few friends? Is it that you are unap​proachable or does your personality keep people at bay?

A. Yes, I don't have too many friends in the industry but don't really know why. I too have heard that people find me unapproachable or maybe my personality prevents them from coming close. But that should not be true. I am an artiste and that makes me creative. Why should that scare people away?

Q. There was a time when you and Amjad were very close. But then you drifted apart and did not even work together?

A. I have always tried my utmost to maintain good relations with all my colleagues and co-stars. Why should this kind of speculation exist about us just because we are not co starring together? Is that my fault? A producer signs an artiste only if he suits the role. Besides, work and friendship are two different issues and have their own place. One cannot allow friendship to interfere with one's profession. As for, my friendship with Amjad. it exists even today.

Q. Your parents must have harboured some dreams for you. Have you fulfilled their dreams?

A. My parents wanted me to grow up to be a good human being. I have been a responsible son and have tried to fulfill their dreams. I've tried to follow the path they would have wanted me to and I think I've been fairly successful in doing so.

Q. You must be harbouring some dreams for your children, would you like to share them?

A. Yes I have a few dreams for my children but I can't share them. I'm afraid. At present all I can say, is that I hope they prove to be good human beings and find

success in life. I will provide whatever help they need, no matter which field they choose to be in. I believe in giving children the freedom to realise their own dreams.

Q. Jayaji, wishes you to star in a memorable film, which rather than being known as an Amitabh film, is known as a film of Amitabh's?

A. I'm trying my level best. Let's see when her desire gets fulfilled. I shall certainly leave no stone unturned. It all depends on what lies ahead and God.

Q. Jayaji has a complaint about you. You have not been able to give her the amount of time that you should have as a husband.

A. Since the last two decades I have not been able to devote any time to my wife, children and my family. I used to leave home at 7 in the morning and return at ] ]-12 at night. I was so involved in my work that I forgot everything else. This is why I now want to give my family as much time as possible.

MY FRIEND RAJEEV

BY AMITABH BACHCHAN

My first meeting with Rajeev Gandhi, was when I was four years old and he-was two. This happened in Allahabad but unfortunately I don'.t remember those days too well. It's true that our family relations go back a long way. In fact the friend​ship really blossomed when my father. Mr. Harivanshrai Beishchan, was appointed in the Foreign Ministry. From then on, our ties became very strong and we met reg​ularly, till 12 days before his ghastly assassination.

"Trimurti Bhavan' in Delhi, has been a quiet witness to the many games we played as children and the times we spent together as friends. Later he went off to Doon for his schooling and I to Nainital. But we used to get together during the winter holidays at school and have the time of our lives. I then proceeded to Calcutta for my higher education whilst he went to Cambridge. Thereafter, I started work​ing in Calcutta. But we always kept in touch and never missed a chance to meet each other. His job as a pilot in the Indian Airlines made this possible and when​ever he visited Calcutta we used to make time for each other. Similarly, after I shift​ed to Bombay, and if he was passing through, we used to be together.

He has often visited me on the sets, like the time I was shooting for 'Ganga Ki Saugandh' in Jaipur. He was extremely unobtrusive and would wait patiently till I completed my shot.

What impressed me most about him was his character, which was clean and hon​est. He had a fetish for tidiness and detested a mess. Every object had to be in its proper place and if it was not, then he would keep it there himself. If he found that his cabin had not been dusted, he had no qualms about doing the honours him​self. He was also mechanically inclined and loved to tinker with gadgets and fix things.

Our childhood moments are so personal and private that I would like to keep them that way. His nature was such that he never ever misused his name or fami​ly connections. On the contrary, more often than not, he would not disclose his sur​name. fearing the distance it would create between him and the common man.

Rajeev was exceedingly simple, down to earth and a very genuine human being. His warmth, compassion and kindness towards others drew people close to him. He was the Prime Minister's grandson, son, and later, himself the Prime Minister. But he never allowed people to feel so or be in awe of his lineage. I have seen him play all three roles but never did I notice a change in his behaviour. He greeted every problem with a smile. Being short tempered or irritable with anyone, was sim​ply not his style.

I would not like to make public, the moments I shared with him while he was the Prime Minister, since those memories, are all that I have left.

The last time I met him before leaving for London, was in Delhi, on the 8th of May. On the 20th . which was a Monday, the hearing of the Bofor's case against a Swedish newspaper began in London. On the 21st the judge summarised the case and the following Wednesday the verdict was to be announced. At five o'clock UK time, we returned home after lunch. That's when we received the news of the horrific incident...

My first reaction was of complete disbelief. The fact that something like this could actually happen was unthinkable. As humans we find ourselves wishing that we are never the victims of such unspeakable tragedies.. I was in shock for quite a while and remained, numb and speechless. When the news actually sank in. I ran and switched on the TV, where it was being broadcasted. We began making immediate arrangements for our departure and on arriving...I'm afraid I cannot describe it in words.

How does a family cope with a situation where the head of the family is suddenly no more, that too in this manner? Everything in their lives was over in a blink of an eye. The entire family was finished. Feroze Gandhi, Pandit Nehru, Sanjay Gandhi, Indira Gandhi and now, Rajeev Gandhi's untimely death. Through generations, this family has continued to make immense sacrifices.

Unfortunately, I was unable to relay the verdict of the court case. He would have been pleased. Today Rajeev is no more. But the people who were responsible for the court case and who maligned both our families are none the worse for it.

Intervew I'M NOT RETIRING JUST YET

The entire film industry had been waiting with bated breath for the release of 'Khuda Gawah'. Amitabh's latest film. 'Khuda Gawah', is the last pearl in his strand of movies which he has been stringing for the past 23 years.

'Khuda Gawah' has been shot in the picturesque valleys of Afghanistan and Nepal, with Amitabh playing the role of an Afghan Pathan. The producer, Manoj Desai has blind faith in him. Could be why he has gambled a hefty six crores rupees on this film. He's playing one more blind move by processing 325 prints which would be distributed amongst 450 theatres. Going by the serpentine queues of fans, patiently waiting outside the ticket windows, industry watchers predict a collection of over Rupees 10 crores in the very first week of its opening.

An Amitabh film makes a 100% collection in its very first week. A popular saying in the film industry is that Amitabh Bachchan is the kind of trump card, which can amass enough wealth for the producer to feed his next three generations, Amitabh is banking heavily on 'Khuda Gawah'. since this film will herald a new direction in his film career.

'Khuda Gawah'. is the story of an Afghan Pathan named Badshah Khan, who true to tradition, can give his life for the honour of his word but finds himself desperately in love with a tribal girl called Benazir. played by Sridevi. The entire film revolves

around this. 'Khuda Gawah' is also being touted as Amitabh's !ast film.

After what seems like an eternity, Amitabh's much awaited, 'Khuda Gawah' will finally see the light of day. Grapevine has it that this will be his last film after which he will retire from the industry for good. Amitabh strongly denies this. So, what next?

Q. It is being rumoured that 'Khuda Gawah' is your last film and that you would be retiring after this?

A. No not at all. I'm not retiring just yet. Sure I'm going through a rather indecisive phase right now. I have not signed any new films in the last four years either. I will think about my future moves after seeing the response to 'Khuda Gawah'. How would it look if I romanced my heroine, on screen, the way I did earlier? I'm get​ting on in age and can no longer work at the same pace I used to. But, unless one maintains that tempo, it's difficult to hold on to the desired position in this industry.

Q. Do you not feel that the roles you have been type-cast in have alienated you from variety?

A. When you sign a film. the story, the character, etc. are all pre-decided. And you have to act within that framework. If we stick to roles that have been time tested then we get stuck in that image. But if we want to break out by doing something different, producers are afraid it might not work with the audience. It's a vicious circle which is difficult to break out of. Producers and directors should be given the chance to experiment and be adventurous. Binding anyone down within a set frame restricts creativity and progress.

The audience too is unwilling to accept us in different roles and wants us to keep churning out the same thing over and over again, thereby alienating us from vari​ety. 'Deewar' made me into the 'angry young man' and my producers and direc​tors chained me to that image.

Q. It's been noticed that you restrict yourself to selected banners. Why so?

A. That is entirely untrue. Apart from Prakash Mehra and Manmohan Desai I have worked with a host of producer-directors. I have done more films with a few, because we established a certain comfort level between us and were well versed with each others' temperaments and style of working. Speaking about numbers, you may be surprised to know that I have done the maximum number of films with Hrishikesh Mukherjee. But people only mention Prakash, Manoj or Tinu Anand not Hrishida.

Q. Producers with smaller budgets are unable to cast you because your films are normally big budgeted.

A. If that means that I should work with as many producers as possible, then I'm afraid that can't be. As for the budget, well that isn't something I decide. It depends on my market. Putting the blame on me is unfair, there are a lot of other areas one spends on when making a film.

Q. You have said that you will no longer dance around trees, then, will your films need a heroine at all? You have also expressed a desire to enact the villain.

A. Please, I can no longer do all that at this age. Besides, my daughter Shveta is eighteen. How do you think it would look if I romanced a heroine her age? I would like to play a villain though. In Hollywood, actors play all kinds of characters and I would like to too.

Q. What if a producer came to you with a script like 'Deewar' but keeping your age in mind?

A. Oh, if a writer pens a script like that and a producer is willing to make it, I would be more than happy to play the role.

Q. You tend to take a lot of risks on the set. Is it because you are so involved in the

role or just like that?

A. Well you can only see danger when it stares you in the face, you don't predict it. Risk is all over. You have to be cautious and prepared to take it.

Q. You have been at the number one position for the past two and a half decades. Do you see a vacuum there after you?

A. I don't believe in these number games. Each artiste has his own perception of where he stands. Frankly, I have never given it much thought. The credit also lies more with the audience rather than the artiste. It is they who make you. Besides, the trend is changing today. People want to see more of fresh faces and there are also those many more joining the industry today. This naturally cuts down the reign​ing span of any one artiste. This is all due to the current trend.

In fact the fabric of the entire industry has changed. Today if a film runs for 4-5 weeks, it is deemed as successful and so are its' actors. Where do films make it to the silver and golden jubilee these days? Now. a film recovers its cost in merely 3-5 weeks.

Q. Going by the number of times it was re-shot you seem to be a bit insecure about 'Khuda Gawah'?

A. No I don't believe so. It's all a part of film making. Unless and until, both, the actor and the director are satisfied they are bound to keep trying to get the best out. Where is the question of being secure or insecure?

AMITABH BACHCHAN -

FROM POET TO PATHAN

When man landed on the moon, Neil Armstrong described it as, "A small step for man but a giant leap for mankind". True, marathon journeys always begin with one small step.

Who knew then, that the tall, lanky young poet in the film 'Saat Hindustani', stum​bling to walk, was in effect, leaving behind strong impressions of his footsteps, that were to take him to heights, hitherto never before seen, in the history of Indian cin​ema. Who else could one be talking about but, the one and only Amitabh Bachchan? Who is, today, heading towards the 51st year of his life.

A journey that began in 1970, with producer-director, Khwaja Ahmed Abbas's maiden venture 'Saat Hindustani', has come to a halt with 'Khuda Gawah', his last released film on the 8th of May 1992. Rarely has Lady Luck smiled on an individu​al with such consistency as she has on him. The success and popularity he has achieved is proof enough.

Amitabh Bachchan is perhaps the only other actor after Ashok Kumar, who can be cited as an illustrious example of a struggling artiste who went on to become a legend. As a poet in his debut film, he conveyed the pathos in Indian sentiment through his devastating dialogue delivery. The deep resonance of his voice and his command over it, made the industry and audience alike, sit up and take notice of this unknown newcomer.

In his next film, 'Reshma Aur Shera', this impressive voice was muted since he was enacting a deaf and dumb character. His following films like, 'Pyar Ki Kahani', 'Bansi Birju', 'Bombay to Goa', 'Raste Ka Patthar' and 'Ek Nazar' did not quite make him a star at the box office. However, his restrained performance as the shy, quiet and unassuming doctor, in Hrishikesh Mukherji's 'Anand', left an indelible

mark on the minds of the then Superstar, Rajesh Khanna's, loyal audience.

Once again, in Hrishida's 'Namak Haram', Amitabh mesmerized the audience with his electric performance of a doting and loyal friend. He infused such life into the character, that in spite of Rajesh Khanna being the hero of the film, Amitabh's role became the more popular one. He played the villain in 'Khalnayak', but the film flopped at the box office. While he succeeded in getting a fan following after 'Anand' and 'Namak Haram', there was a certain section of the industry that feared his anti-hero image.

Then came 'Zanjeer', wherein his power house performance, put him on a new platform, that of the 'angry young man'. With this film, Amitabh, the 'one man industry' had indeed arrived. 'Zanjeer' celebrated its golden jubilee in 32 cinema theatres, earning a whopping 50 to 75 lakhs in each territory. Incidentally, distribu​tors had bought it for around 12 to 18 lakhs only.

'Deewar' followed 'Zanjeer' adding yet another feather in his cap. Youth, all over the country, identified with his character of an angry young man. vengeful towards the wrongs meted out to him by society and thirsting for retribution. If 'Zanjeer' had made him the new star on the horizon, 'Deewar' made him a Super Star.

Before 'Zanjeer', Amitabh treaded on a set path but after 'Deewar' he chose his own course and established his inimitable style. In between came Hrishikesh Mukherji's 'Abhiman' in which he played the role of a singer with such finesse, that any doubt about his versatility as an actor, was immediately nullified.

A string of hits followed, like, 'Don', Khoon Pasina', and 'Hera Pheri ',' Trishul ',' Mukaddar Ka Sikkander' and 'Amar Akbar Anthony', firmly rooting his position at the box office. However, there were also films like, 'Kabhi Kabhi', 'Dostana', and '^(sila', which, saw him in a mellowed role but with a streak of rebellion still intact.

When, as an 'angry young man', Amitabh set out to seek revenge and change

the evil ways of society, applause from the audience echoed in cinema halls all over the country. He had the audience sitting on the edge of their seats every time he single handedly fought a mob of gangsters on screen. Over the years, his performance instilled an expectancy and excitement in his audience. No doubt, credit is equally due to the writers, Salim-Javed, for their superb characterisation. Let's for a moment recollect that scene from 'Trishul', where an extremely confi​dent Amitabh. takes along an ambulance, when he goes to fight a bunch of goons.

After 'Deewar' and 'Sholay' the story line in majority of his films revolved around him. At times he flashed a badge with the number 786 on it, while sometimes he held the Geeta or the Koran. Once in a while, he has even used Kolhapuri slippers as a weapon to beat up villains. On screen, he enjoyed the liberty to do as he pleased with no one having the courage to touch a single lock of his hair. Sadly, during the shooting of a particular scene in 'Coolie', he seriusly injured himself. A close shave with death, made him aware, of just how deeply involved his fans were with him. It was this very audience that made him a Super Star from a mere star.

After 'Coolie', it was still the same Amitabh, the guarantee mark of a film's suc​cess, who starred in movies like, 'Mard', 'Ganga Jamuna Sarasvati', 'Jadugar', "loofan', 'Agnipath' and 'Main Azad Hoon'. But somehow, these films could not create the same magic at the box office as his earlier films. It is a separate issue that movies like 'Ganga Jamuna Sarasvati'. Inquilab' and 'Shahenshah' grossed a collection between 40 lakhs to a crore.

The trend of making big budget films, in the Hindi film industry, was set during Amitabh's era. As was the trend of the multi-star film. It was also thanks to him, that producer-directors began aiming for higher profits making the box office a means towards that end.

Following a luke warm phase, 'Aaj Ka Arjun', once again created a much need​ed bang at the box office. Overnight, it made KC Bokadia, a lot richer and even

established him as a successful director. It also lifted the eclipse overshadowing Amitabh up till then. His journey as an angry young man, which began in 1973 with 'Zanjeer', has still not ended. You could blame it on his helplessness or the pro​ducer's limitations. But one thing is for sure. Amitabh is one ace in the industry, who if played well, can amass enough wealth for a producer, to last his next three gen​erations. After 'Aaj Ka Arjun', he once more appeared as the angry young man. Tiger, in 'Hum', alongside the matured persona of the head of the family, Shekhar [also played by him). At 49, armed with his talent for comedy and graceful rhythm he yet again danced his way into the hearts of his audience.

His appearance in Indrajif and 'Akela', may have got the same applause as in 'Hum' but in the end, the audience left the theatres, a rather disappointed lot. Then, the much awaited 'Khuda Gawah' which had taken years to make, was finally released. For Amitabh too, a lot was at stake with this film. The direction his career was to take would be decided by the fate of 'Khuda Gawah', for not only did he desperately need a hit at that point but it was also the 84th film in a career spanning 22 years.

Today, even though Amitabh has not been working in films since the past five months, his popularity has not ceased. It is indeed good to note that a journey which began with stumbling footsteps has not yet reached its end but has merely halted midway. For a brief period he has simply removed the cloak of an actor which he had donned 22 years ago. In spite of staying away from the industry for the past few months, the industry is busy speculating which his next film will be. This is so because his earlier films retain their drawing power in the theatres even today. As he continues to rule over the minds and hearts of the masses, he remains the unparalleled Super Star.

After the release of 'Khuda Gawah", Amitabh has taken time off from the industry the past six months. He is also involved with TV Asia. A few days ago he com​mented, "In this technological age. I am connected with my audience, especial​ly those living abroad, through satellite. As for films, well, I will certainly do them. Although, I am yet to decide, when, how and with whom to begin my first film".

No matter what he decides, his fan following is as strong as it was, maybe, even stronger. The masses wait in anticipation for Amitabh to step out of his home, 'Pratiksha', get into his van, put on make up and face the camera— with a new look, a new role, in this 51st year of his life.

WHEN AMITABH DESIRED

AMJAD'S GABBAR

CabbarSingh's character in 'Sholay' was so beautifully penned bySalim-Javed that Amitabh wished the role had been offered to him. But after seeing Amjad's flawless and unforgettable performance he had to concede that Amjad alone could have done justice to it. It is indeed exclusively to Amjad's credit that a vil​lainous character like Gabbar became a household name through the actor's superb dialogue delivery and acting prowess. The fact, that the dialogue tracks of the movie were released before the music cassettes, was in all probability, a his​torical first in the history of Indian cinema.

Amjad as a person was a big hearted and jovial man, according to Amitabh. One who always wore a smile. His joie de vivre and penchant for telling jokes, in his inim​itable style, is vividly etched in his memory. The moment he remembered a good joke he had to share it with his friends. Just a few days ago on the phone he had me in splits over his jokes, reminisces Amitabh. His most endearing quality was that he just could not keep anything bottled up and had to speak out all that he felt. He was a friend in the true sense of the word. He always went out of his way to help others and especially, the underprivileged. There are many producers for whom he has worked free of charge. He had a good command over English and Urdu and was interested in Urdu poetry.

Amitabh and ArriJad worked together in many films after 'Sholay' and the experi​ence was special. So comfortable were they working together, that often, with the director's permission, they would enact scenes on their own accord. With his demise, not only have we lost a good actor but also a good human being and friend.

Indeed Gabbar has become a historical character in Indian cinema. But it is Amitabh's belief that Amj'ad could have surpassed himself, if only the industry had been capable of giving him an even better role to play. But nevertheless he did equal justice to every role.

AN IMAGE

REJUVENATED?

Once again Amitabh Bachchan is in the news. Or rather, it would be more appro​priate to say that his beard is in the news. His beard, which till even yesterday was black as coal, had suddenly aged and turned white as snow. Not that there is a dirth of white beards in our country. Even Mr. Chandrashekhar sports a salt and pepper beard and if Dhirubhai Ambani were to grow his. it too would be snowy white. Somehow, such beards do not make news. But when Amitabh's beard grows snowy, it makes international headlines. Last week when he entered the Centaur Hotel at 1 lpm. all eyes were on him. He had also grown his moustache which albeit was a trifle black. His hair on the other hand was all black, as always. Everybody was astounded. A hushed silence prevailed as everyone whispered the same tune—'Have you come from a shooting?', 'Has he decided to become a yogi?', 1s he just enjoying his age?' or, 1s this just another starry gimmick?'

Maybe, by making his graying hair known to the world, Amitabh is attempting to break his image. We might recall that in all his recent interviews, he has stressed his desire to play roles befitting his age. But for some strange reason this message was lost on the producers, who were at a loss to find the kind of roles he wished to play. Every producer continued to offer him the kind of 'superhero' roles which he had played to perfection in the past. But now, once and for all, Amitabh has made it clear and in no uncertain terms, that, 'Boss, this is what I am and this is what I would like to play!'

Well, Amitji had indeed grown his beard but as per the latest news, he is once again clean shaven. So what was the song and dance all about?

The cat is finally out of the bag. Apparently, in the first week of August, Amitabh had cut himself while shaving. But now, that tiny wound which made such big headlines has healed. Talk about making mountains out of molehills! But then again, what else can you expect when it concerns Mr. Bachchan?

Intervew I'M JUST ANOTHER ORDINARY HUMAN BEING

Q. The last fifty years have seen you playing myriad roles, that of a son, a hus​band and a father. How successful or unsuccessful have you been in each?

A. What ever I am today is all thanks to my parents and I am deeply indebted to them for this. They have given me the kind of upbringing that has made me capa​ble of establishing my own identity.

As a husband I think I have fulfilled all my responsibilities. As a father, I am proud that I have been able to raise my children well. And as an artiste, whether or not I have been successful is for my audience to decide.

Q. How successful has Amitabh Bachchan been as a human being?

A. Frankly speaking, I have never considered myself to be an exceptionally suc​cessful person. I have been satisfied with whatever I got on my plate and even more satisfied with what I did not.

Q. Are you happy with the manner you have played the roles of a father, son and husband?

A. No human being is ever completely satisfied in life. Complete satisfaction leads to stagnation. One should always have something to hope for. Only then can we

learn from our parents and teach our children. This is why I feel that no sensible person can ever say that he is completely satisfied.

Yes, to the best of my abilities I have fulfilled all my responsibilities. My parents, my wife and children would be in a better position to judge that.

Q. What difference in life do you see between the time you first came to Bombay and now? How did your parents feel living here with you?

A. Oh there is a vast difference between then and now. I had to struggle really hard then, while today I am more settled. I'm sure my parents must be enjoying their stay here or else they would have voiced their disapproval about my work.

Q. I meant the difference in lifestyle.

A. No they have not voiced disapproval even about the lifestyle. This means that they are comfortable with it.

Q. Your father is a renowned poet. Such people normally need a certain ambi​ence to start their creative juices flowing. Did he get that kind of an atmosphere here?

A. My father has had complete freedom to live as a poet. He has penned many verses while living here and has kept the poet in himself very much alive. We have never interfered with that. Actually if you see, our life is pretty much like a poem, isn't it?

Q. By growing your beard you are trying to loose your image of the angry young man. But your audience is unprepared to accept you in any other image espe​cially one with graying hair and beard. They have even gone to the extent of say​ing that God's don't grow old.

A. Please, I am no God. I'm a mere mortal. At fifty, any individual will grey so how

can I prevent that? Yes, I will try to appear in the same image as my audience wishes, but they too should remember that like any other human being, I'm also aging.

Q. You have been labeled as a Super Star, in India. Why is this kind of hysteria for movie idols unseen abroad?

A. Maybe it's because out here, people watch movies with a passion. Cinema is an important medium. That's probably why people are so crazy about film stars and go to the extent of labeling them so. This medium was conceived abroad but there people react to it simply as a medium.

Q. You must have made some mistakes in life. Which would you consider to be your worst?

A. Man will continue to make mistakes. Who knows how many mistakes we all make in a single day? This is why it's difficult to say which mistake was the worst. Having come this far, one can look back in retrospect. But analysing a mistake would be giving it too much importance.

Q. Do you believe in destiny? A. I certainly believe in the supernatural power that is governing us.

Q. Smita Patil had said something to you before your mishap. How much weight does that hold?

A. Well I have never really tried to dig deep into that because it would be like shooting in the dark. One day, out of the blue, she called me up at midnight to inquire about my health. And just 2-3 days after that, the accident happened. Now what can one deduce from that?

Q. The trend these days is of star kids joining the industry. What if your children also

express the same desire?

A. There will be no objection from us if that's what they really want. On the con​trary, the moment we have a clue that this is where their interest lies, we will extend all our help.

Q. What words of wisdom would you like to give those who wish to make a career in films?

A. The film industry is a vast arena. Whosoever has the talent, the determination and the capacity to work hard will definitely find work. It does not matter whether you are a star kid or not.

Q. Have you ever taken home the angry young man image you have been given?

A. No, I get as angry as any ordinary person.

Q. Has there been any such incident of anger with servants or with the family? Or even in your childhood?

A. No. You see in films we get a long rope to express our anger and even hit a few punches. But this does not happen in real life. If it did, I would get badly beaten up and I'm not that crazy to go around venting my anger on minor issues. I am also just another simple and ordinary human being.

IN THE FIFTH DECADE OF

HIS LIFE

True, time is of prime importance in life. Man. whether he is prince or a pauper, is a stave to Time. Take Amitabh Bachchan for instance. Till he was in the third decade of his life, his identity was as the elder son of Shri Harivanshrai Bachchan. But as he travels through his fifth decade, his name Amitabh carries a lot more weight than his surname. He has ruled the industry for the last twenty years on the sheer power of his acting prowess.

Now crossing the fiftieth year of his life, age is creeping upon him and yet the masses are as attracted to him today, as they were in his youth. In spite of not hav​ing a single film in his hand since the last six months, he continues to be busy.

I travelled with him to an era which he is nostalgic about even today. An era when he was just Amit and not Amitabh Bachchan. Amitabh says. 'By remembering my past, i feel as though I'm prodding my present'.

He has tied his childhood memories of Allahabad into a knot, kept safe and secure in the depths of his heart. Since the beginning he has been deeply impressed and influenced by both his parents, Harivanshrai and Teji Bachchan. He respects his father and practically worships his mother, as he has shared more childhood moments with his mother. He proudly states, 1 inherited my father's serious and poetic disposition and my mother's blind faith in the prevalence of justice'.

'When Babuji was teaching at the Allahabad University, we lived in a big house, which had a huge verandah. At times, if Bunty [Ajitabh] and I along with our friends filled it up with mud while playing, we would be in serious trouble. Not only would we get shouted at but get beaten up too. Those days, kids indulged in

minor pranks, nothing serious. Whenever we returned home after the street lights were lit up, Babuji would get very annoyed. He was very particular that we return home before the street lights were lit'.

'The climate in Allahabad during the summers is quite troublesome. The heat and dust made life unbearable. So we used to place a huge block of ice in the room, with a table fan behind it. This arrangement gave temporary relief. Those days we did not have the luxury of an air conditioner. Today we have it all and yet some​how, I miss those times'.

'Walking or riding a cycle to school, stealing erasers and pencils, putting a mosquito net over the bed while sleeping, in an attempt to ward the pesky things off...all these are memories that are worth treasuring. The festival of Holi petrified me. Babuji's students would come with colours to play and I would sit for hours, hiding behind the window, till I was sure they had left. And imagine, today, it is one of my favourite festivals'.

'Babuji kept rather busy those days, with his teaching assignments or poetry ses​sions. But it would be unfair to say that he loved us any less than Ma did. He was as loving and affectionate towards us as she was. We loved going to school and never created a fuss. And just as we got beaten up at home for being naughty, once in a while we faced the same situation at school too. I remember, in our school days, Bunty and I were fascinated by a sprawling mansion we passed every day and would often stand in front of it for hours. We were extremely curious about who stayed there and what lay behind its four walls'.

'When we were kids, we were strictly not allowed to read comics, since the per​ception was that they were a bad influence and not conducive to a child's healthy development. Today, children watch cartoons on TV whole day long. We simply loved reading them. Next to the civil lines there used to be a bookstore that sold English comic books. Now we never had the money to buy them; neverthe​less we would enter the shop on the pretext of buying and spend time browsing through them. This way we managed to read a couple of stories. At times we even

stole a few and brought them home'.

1 spent my childhood amidst such engrossing moments that I realised I had out​grown it only when I went to hostel. Suddenly I was independent. Ajitabh was with me too, although a tad younger. Poor chap was so homesick that he'd cry night and day and was in pretty bad shape. Being the big brother, I had to console and look after him. That is when I knew I had grown up and bid a fond adieu to my childhood'.

1 feel that whatever lessons I learned then hold me in good stead today. The days I spent at 'Sherwood' enabled me to gain self confidence. When I proceeded to Calcutta and began working, it marked another milestone in my life. I had become an earning member, capable of shouldering my family's responsibilities'.

1 bought a lot of gifts for Ma-Babuji and Bunty. from my first pay cheque. I always wanted to indulge them. And now that I could, it fired new ambitions in me and I felt like an adult'.

'The distance between childhood and adulthood was covered so quickly. Babuji too shifted to Delhi. Surprisingly not once did I ponder over my future nor did I have a clue about which direction I would head in. The future was a wide open field, and one I had paid no attention to. I was so completely undecided that, I had given no thought to whether I would become an actor, or join the army or the civil services. It was as though I was in limbo. Unfortunately, I had no one to guide me either. Yes, Ma-Babuji had always been my idols. But I never got the opportunity to interact with other adults and frankly speaking, neither did I have the wisdom to figure out these things'.

Q. Did you ever dream about the future though? 'Oh sure, I dreamt a lot but don't quite remember what they were'. Amitabh may well nigh have forgotten his dreams but his life has pretty much

been like one. In fact, he has achieved all that one dreams and reads of in story books.

Amitabh abhors the titles of Super Star, etc. bestowed on him and considers him​self to be simply an actor. He segmentises his film career in three distinct parts. Of which the first part was one of struggle.

1 did get a few films, half of which flopped'.

'Then came 'Zanjeer', and things changed considerably. I began getting acknowledged. Slowly but steadily, I established myself as an actor and moved into the third phase. That of success. Once again, time is indicating to me that I have to now alter my image of the past 20 years, on screen. Taking me right back to the period of uncertainty I had experienced so many years ago. So honestly, I am in a bit of a quandary vis-a-vis my future plans'.

'Today I have become a Bombayite. I have a lot to thank this city for. It gave me a decent career, a wife like Jaya and two beautiful children. But in no way can my status in life be compared to Babuji's. He is an esteemed, historical figure in Indian literature. And that can never be erased! In a matter of time, my popular​ity as a Star will pass and be forgotten about. Hence I'm offended when I am compared to Babuji'.

'There was a time, in between, when Babuji was concerned and depressed because of me. But I made something he always told me, my dictum in life, "Getting what you want is good, getting what you don't want is even better". I have proved myself to be a good and responsible son and would have the same expectations of my children'.

The moment he mentions his children, he is lost in his thoughts again and this time. an image of his wife, Jaya, comes to his mind. 'Out of the blue, a complete stranger enters your life and goes on to become your life partner. For a short while, small insignificant happenings test you, round the clock. You have to give a test

everyday for which the result is instantly declared. Irrespective of whether you pass or fail, it gives you immense joy'.

1 have been fortunate to have a tolerant and dutiful lady for a wife, who has also been an ideal mother. Both Jaya and I strive to give all that we got from our par​ents, to our children. I would very much like my children to love our country, its cul​ture and its values and respect elders. As parents we have not set any restrictions on them'.

INTERVEW: SO, I HAVE A BEARD NOW... WHATS THE BIG DEAL?

After completing a 23-year-long innings in the Hindi film industry. Amitabh Bachchan was seen for the last time, clean shaven, and making a guest appear​ance on the sets of Insaaniyaf at China Creek.

The lost six months he has mostly been abroad, playing a pivotal rote in Channel TV Asia, his family-run business. He may no longer be seen on screen but he con​tinues to get footage in magazines and newspapers. In fact, there have been an abundance of rumours relating to his current activities. Ranging from joining the Osho Ashram, doing some kind of a course abroad, undertaking a peace march. starting a magazine, getting facelifts...the list just goes on and on. Rather than speculate on such matters, why not get the truth from the star himself?

Q. Your decision of not signing new films has created a lot of speculation in the press, these days. Would you like to comment?

A. Yes, I have not signed any new films and nor do I intend to. Sure I do meet pro​ducers. I hear them out and give my opinion on their stories. They may or may not heed my suggestions. But it is certain that I'm not about to sign any new film just yet. When I do, I will surely announce it.

Q. How is your TV Asia doing?

A. Oh, pretty well. Though, I might add that. I'm not really involved in its day to day functioning. Neither have I put my own capital in the venture nor am I an official in the company. But, being a family business, I do keep in touch and give my two pennies worth, by way of advice. Jayaji is handling 'Sarasvati Audio Visual' which manufactures software utilised by TV Asia and sold elsewhere as well. I give guid​ance when required. I will no doubt try my level best to make TV Asia succeed. We are in the process of spreading our wings to America and Canada. Once things are set, we would be announcing this.

Q. Are you not going to target South-east Asia?

A. No, not at the moment. Channels like Zee TV, ATN and Star are already ruling the roost here.

Q. Don't you think that satellite channels have made a negative impact on Doordarshan?

A. No I wouldn't quite say so. Because Doordarshan has a far greater reach and caters to masses all over the country. It has a far larger audience than that enjoyed by Star, Zee or any other private channel. No doubt, these channels are aggressively trying to widen their market. Hence if Doordarshan intends to main​tain its position, then it has to modify its strategies. But saying that Doordarshan has lost its importance or that the private channels have taken over its audience

would be totally incorrect. Doordarshan has a viewer ship of 40 to 50 crores, while the others, reach just about 5 to 10 crores.

Q. What about the influence of satellite television on the Indian culture? Do you think it's good or bad?

A. That's a tricky one. I think this would be better answered by those who get influ​enced by these channels. If you feel that it adversely affects our culture, or that it's a negative influence on children then I guess you should not see such pro​grammes. But it's probably impossible to stop the channels. This is the result of technology and it is via satellite. It neither has any political boundaries nor geo​graphical ones. How can you stop something that comes from space? If you sit to think, its influence is really no different from that of cinema or TV. For instance, the recent test-match in Calcutta saw a Mexican wave. Now this, had originated in America. Out there, the audience at baseball and football matches cheers the teams in this way. Obviously the Indian audience has picked this up on one of the satellite channels' sport programmes. Also, earlier the Indian audience merely clapped to applaud the game. But now. after seeing foreign audiences wave their flags, we too have begun waving our tri-colour. A small gesture like this can go a long way in spreading and building patriotism. So we can say that there has been a 'good influence too. Today, our audience has also begun writing slo​gans on posters displaying their joy or disappointments. This in turn encourages and boosts our players to give their best.

Q. Would you like to comment on the various rumours floating about you...like the communication course that you are supposed to be doing or the facelifts that you are supposed to have had?

Amitabh smiles when he says...

A. When there is no face, where is the question of lifting it? As for my beard, what's the big deal? I have not joined any course either. I had accompanied my daugh​ter Shweta to America, regarding her admission in some universities over there.

She's doing her Mass Communication. I was quite impressed with the campus environment and the academic curriculum.

The universities offer a plethora of courses you can choose from and there is no age limit either. Their system of education actually makes you feel like studying. which is why I had probably mentioned somewhere that I wish I too, had got that opportunity. Maybe, someday if I do get the chance, I might want to do a course in journalism or something else. But I'm certainly not coming out with any maga​zine or newspaper.

Q. What is it that you like or dislike about your face?

A. I dislike most of it. The hair isn't great. The eyes are too deeply embedded...what more can I say?

He smiles and his hand strokes his beard... A. Maybe this is all I like. Q. What have you been doing in the last 6 months?

A. If in Bombay, then I'm mostly at home. I spend time with my parents, read books or even attend to office work.

Q. Have you read anything special?

A. Nothing special. Read about the history of Egypt. I'm reading a few autobi​ographies and a book about the Intelligence Services.

Q. It's been said in Egypt, that if you were to contest elections, the president would loose. Is there any truth in this?

A. Actually Egyptians love Hindi movies. They have given me tremendous love and

when I had gone there, there was a massive crowd to welcome me. They are wonderful people. Yes, there were a few news items about me and a few car​toons depicting my popularity, including contesting the presidential elections.

Q. What is your progress report these days? A. Zero.

Q. Well, that's a lie. At present it should be 100%, since you are spending a lot of time with your parents and only they used to ask you for your progress report, in your childhood.

At this Amitabh guffaws loudly.

DILIP KUMAR ISN'T JUST GOOD BUT THE BEST -

AMITABH BACHCHAN

Mr. Dilip Kumar should have got the Dada Saheb Phaike Award a long time ago. It has long been overdue. He is an actor par excellence. He is an absolutely matchless example of a dutiful and responsible citizen, an extremely aware, high​ly educated, cultured and a sensitive human being.

What can I say about Dilip Saab? I have practically grown up watching his movies. At the time I was totally clueless about the nuances of acting and film making. I used to just watch them like any other lay person and from that very time, Dilip Saab has been my idol. I was literally mesmerised by him.

When I quit seeing films I started acting in them and changed considerably since then. What has remained unchanged though, is the admiration and respect that I hold for Dilip Saab. In my mind he is probably the only actor in the history of Indian cinema who has had complete control over himself, his acting prowess and his dialogue delivery. He has been the first actor who proved through his unique style of speech that one need not shout dramatically to make a point or an impact on the audience. Dilip Saab changed this misconception with his soft spoken and natural way of speaking without even slightly losing the dialogue's significance. It was then that I realised for the first time that often unspoken words make a greater impact than verbal histrionics. You have only to watch 'Devdas'. 'Ganga Jamuna' and 'Madhumati' to understand what I'm saying.

Even if there is any truth in the matter, I believe that it's only human and natural to mould yourself in line with your idol either consciously or unconsciously. Now if I too say, that whatever I have enacted on screen till now, is solely my own talent, then I would be lying. Because, I cannot refute the fact that Dilip Saab, at the very least, has always been my inspiration. What is acting after all? It's basically about observing others, studying their mannerisms and adding a bit of your own original style to it before presenting the entire mixture to the audience. This is true about all performing arts.

How can I ever forget the very first time I met this Idol of mine. On the big screen, everything appears larger than life and sometimes we may miss the depth. This is why in real life actors appear very different from what they appear on screen. But this was not the case with Dilip Saab, at least not in my experience. I found Dilip Saab to be exactly the same in flesh, as compared to my memory of him as an actor.

I had the honour of working with him in 'Shakti'. We were working together for the first time and I simply could not contain my excitement. I was walking on air. At last my prayers were being answered and I would be able to see him perform in flesh and blood. And get to learn his acting methodology. It came as a surprise to me that even after so many years in the industry he was still so painstaking at his work

and this impressed me immensely. After 'Shakti' my respect for him grew ten fold.

The first shot we filmed together during the mahurat of 'Shakti' is firmly etched in my memory. The scene was to be shot on the sea shore opposite Holiday Inn Hotel. The camera was close to the hotel and I had to arrive there by helicopter^ from Hotel Sun-n-Sand) while Dilip Saab had to reach there by jeep. It was one of the many scary shots of my film career and one that needed sheer guts. We met at the appointed spot and delivered our lines. But I was in a daze throughout the scene and even today it almost seems like a dream. There were obviously several takes as it was a complicated scene but the confidence that Dilip Saab main​tained throughout the shooting was something only an actor of his caliber could pull off.

He was very accommodating and cooperative. And I was simply delighted to work with this great actor. He gave me many tips along with ample scope to develop our characterisations. Oh, this film is certainly one of the most memorable and pleasant experiences of my life.

When I joined the film industry I began watching his films more critically. When one picks up the nuances of acting, it is a natural phenomena to start assessing anoth​er actor's performance. It was only after I began acting on screen that I realised how each shot is taken separately and how difficult it is to maintain the flow of emotions when a scene is filmed in bits and pieces. And this is precisely where Dilip Saab excels. His performance is so flawless that looking for a flaw in his perfor​mance is akin to looking for a needle in a haystack. No one. I'm sure, could pick even one scene, from his innumerable films and say, that it would have been bet​ter, had he done it differently. Unfortunately this cannot be said about any of my other colleagues.

As an artiste, one of Dilip Saab's greatest virtues has been his ability to act his age. After all these years in the industry, he is still working with some very good banners in the lead role. Believe me, this is no joke. I am approaching 50 and am aware that I can no longer romance younger heroines on screen. Age has started show-

ing up on me and it's very obvious in close-ups.

If you have staying power and the requisite talent then really age makes no dif​ference. Only recently Dilip Saab has signed a Subhash Ghai film in which he is playing the main role. This has raised my hopes a great deal. There is no doubt that for actors like him even time stands still.

Well if I'm asked which of his films impressed me the most. without hesitation I would say, 'Ganga Jamuna'. That film has each and every possible emotion in it. It explores the myriad subtleties of human relationships. Where do you get such films today? I hail from U.P myself but when Dilip Saab speaks the local dialect in the film, I am stunned. It is impossible to believe that this actor does not belong to that region and is in fact, from Bombay.

I would rate 'Ganga Jamuna' as his best film. I've lost count of the number of times I've seen it, while studying at the University of Delhi. But I do remember catching a show every time I passed the theatre on my way to college. With this film he had emerged as a complete actor. It was one of his most impeccable and flawless performances I have seen till date.

INTERVEW: I MIGHT JUST SIGN A FILM BY THE END OF DECEMBER 1994

Super Star Amitabh Bachchan, has completed 25 years in his film career. Who would not want to know the incidents and experiences he has had in this span? What is the truth about speculations on his come back? This recent interview sheds light on some of these questions.

Q. Amitji, you have completed 25 years in films. As an actor what are your feelings on your silver jubilee?

A. Only this that I have completed the long journey I had undertaken, in films. During this period I have gone through many ups and downs in life, have seen good and bad days. There have been a few hopes and some disappointments as well. I have achieved quite a lot in life on the strength of my talent for acting. All the important incidents in my life have also happened during this time. I got mar​ried, settled down. had children, etc. Today, when I look back, I feel proud of myself.

Q. Were you attracted to films from the beginning?

A. Yes, I was. I also felt that it was a good medium through which to express myself. But I used to get disappointed with my 6 ft 2in height and my face. I was also quite thin and used to wish I was handsome and good looking like Shammi Kapoor, Sashi Kapoor and Rajesh Khanna. But as my films began doing well, the audience accepted me too and that boosted my self confidence. Q. What, in your opinion are the criteria to become a Star?

A. To be honest it means having the right tuning between an actor and the audi​ence. The fact of the matter is that the audience searches for those qualities in an actor which no human being can have. The audience puts the actor up on a pedestal and worships him. But when the magic fades, the actor looses that place and becomes an ordinary human being once again. I am fortunate to have kept myself free of this image. I knew that this was an illusion.

Q. What would you like to say about your come back in films?

A. You may not believe this but honestly, at the moment. I'm not at all enthusias​tic about coming back to films. Actually I do not want to associate myself with any project which may be unsuccessful. Besides, when I was working, I was not as happy as I am right now. At present I am the boss of my mind.

Q. Are you afraid that you may not be able to sustain your image of the angry young man?

A. That's not it. A lot has been written and spoken about my image. And every time I tried to put forth my views on this, nobody understood me. The truth is that this image has been forced upon me. Many actors have acted as the angry young man on screen. Sunil Dutt, in 'Mother India' and Dilip Saab. in 'Ganga Jamuna', had also played this character. In fact, my roles in 'Zanjeer'. 'Trishul' and 'Deewar' had been inspired by the characters they played. I have simply repeat​ed those characters. The truth is this image has great power to attract masses. This is why in Hollywood too, movies like Godfather and Death Wish have been super hits. Some of my films I like are, 'Raaste Ka Patther', Iman Dharam', 'Main Azad Hoon' and 'Agnipath'. But unfortunately they did not run for too long.

Q. Which scenes do you find memorable?

A. My death scene in 'Deewar', in 'Sharabi' the scene where I tell 0m Prakashji that I have given up alcohol, the scene in 'Agnipath' where my mother lambasts me while I eat a meal. Then, there is that scene in 'Iman Dharam', where after

Helen dies, the doctor tells me that a post-mortem is necessary, ..these are a few scenes I will always remember.

Q. Now lastly, what is your final decision on your come back to films?

A. I might sign a film by the end of December 1994. A few producers have offered me good roles. They range from, a lawyer, a judge and an army officer. Apart from that there is a slightly romantic role but of a middle aged, matured character. To put it in a nutshell, it is indeed a pleasant surprise for me, that producers are still interested in casting me in their films. INTERVEW: AMITABH BACHCHAN A BRAND EQUITY

He came, he saw, he conquered. He reached mesmerizing heights of success which won h/m the enviable tag of a 'Super Star'. And while still enjoying the heady taste of the fruits of his labour, he went on a five year long sabbatical. Now, he's back once again to claim the mantle he had temporarily shed, that of the indisputable numero uno. He made entertainment his profession. His recent announcement of taking NRI status has also resulted in his remaining in the news. Here the super star himself speaks at length to me, on his film and professional career.

Q. During the course of this conversation, should I relate to you as an actor or as an entrepreneur? When you joined films you became a part of an industry. Today, you are becoming known as an industrialist.

A. Please relate to me as a human being. I don't know the ropes of business and I'm still in the process of learning to act. Whatever progress I may have made in the latter, has not been mine per se. As for being a businessman. I'm a novice there too. So I guess it would be more appropriate if you related to me as a human being.

Q. Has there been any particular reason for you becoming an NRI?

A. Actually people are not well informed about the NRI status. I am still a citizen of India. Nothing is ever going to change that. I frequent foreign countries for long periods of time to oversee work related to TV Asia. If an individual stays away from his home country for more than six months at a stretch, he too can claim NRI sta​tus. This was the main reason behind my NRI status. In no way has this otherwise affected me.

Q. It has been rumoured that you have claimed this status for tax purposes?

A. No such thing. I'm not trying to save any tax, why would I? I will continue pay​ing my dues on my income here and I would be taxed there too.

Q. When and how was the 'Star Trek' programme conceived?

A. Well this was one of the ideas on our agenda when ABCL was conceived. Its main intention was to trigger excitement and enthusiasm amongst new talent to join the film industry. I sincerely believe that there is a vast reservoir of talented youngsters in our country who would be very keen to act in films, hence should be tapped. There should be some kind of a competitive faculty wherein they are given the opportunity to showcase their talent. And this talent is further honed so that they can confidently compete with their peers in the industry. ABCL would

extend all help, to selected candidates, including signing them up for films or seri​als, etc.

Q. A million people will willingly shell out Rs.250/- for the form, only because it bears your name. Is this another money making scheme as many people seem to think?

A. Every field has its positive and negative aspects. ABCL is an organisation that houses all facilities connected with entertainment under one roof. Whatever plans we have on our agenda will be executed in a thoroughly professional manner. The speculation regarding the profits of this scheme is unnecessary since I have already made clear that they will be donated to the Prime Minister's Relief Fund.

Q. You began the trend of the 'angry young man' in films. Now you seem to be starting a trend in the TV age?

A. I'm not trying to start any trend. I'm merely attempting to do something differ​ent. If this is unagreeable to people then it is something they have to learn to deal with. At least I'm making an attempt to try out something new in this field. How successful I prove to be only time will tell.

Q. What are your comments on the advent of satellite TV?

A. The more channels there are, the more competition they will spark off. And the viewers will be the beneficiaries. Only those channels with staying power will ulti​mately survive.

Q. You are about to re-join the film industry after a long gap of 5 years. You had recently stated that you are forgetting how to act. Would you like to throw some light on this?

A. That. I will know only when I face the camera again. Though, I would not like to change my way of thinking. It does seem like I have forgotten everything. But I had promised ABCL as well as myself that I would go back to acting and I am. If I have

forgotten to act, then I guess I will just have to re-learn it. Q. Are you also working on any foreign projects? A. Let's first begin on home ground then maybe I will take that on.

Q. Is it because Indra Kumar's last three films have been a hit that you are work​ing on your first film with him?

A. No, it's because he was the first to approach me and I was impressed with the story. ABCL also felt that I should start with him, even though I have never worked with him before.

Q. What lies next in the pipeline for ABCL after its successful 'Dandiya' pro​gramme?

A. My company is also into event management, especially those events con​nected with entertainment. We will endeavour to organise shows professionally and on a big scale. Dandiya was once such event. It is an important event in Bombay and Maharashtra and we wanted it to be organised in a professional way. Be it a musical event or a Rock show, we would like to present such shows to the audience in a grand manner. Abroad this is done very professionally and we have attempted to introduce it here.

Q. Why have you chosen to dabble in modelling at this late stage in life?

A. This too is yet another avenue that my company will explore. I began it as an experiment with BPL. I've had to do things I have never done in my life before. Our company has created a 'human' brand. This maybe a first in Indian history. In fact I have not come across this abroad either where a human being gets brand equi​ty. I have been made into a commodity.

Q. Are you being looked upon as a human factory?

A. Maybe that's what they see in me or maybe I have the capacity to work like a factory. Now, if this is indeed a factory then what is its optimum usage and how can it benefit the company? All of this is yet to be tested, if they are making me into brand equity then what is my value and how can the company profit through me? This is precisely why I will advertise for BPL. And ABCL will gain from the prof​its. Many more such productions will be presented through me.

Q. Where does Amitabh the human find himself in this factory?

A. Well after spending a quarter of a century in the film industry and half a centu​ry on this planet, I believe I have seen a bit of life. I have now moulded myself in this role. I will try to maintain my professionalism in this area too. But Amitabh the person will always remain as and where he was.

INTERVEW: I JUST CAN'T SEEM TO PLEASE ANYONE, CAN I?

Amitabh Bachchan. who has just stepped into his fifty-fifth year, has made head​lines throughout his iife. He has a/so been known to be surrounded by controver​sies. These days it is his company, ABCL that is in the eye of a storm. A few words with Amitabh Bachchan on this issue—

Q. What is the connection between controversy and Amitabh Bachchan? A. I think people would be able to answer that question better. What can I say?

Q. You seem to attract disputable issues, be it politics, 'Star trek' or the 'Miss World' contest. Why is that so?

A. Maybe you should fire this one to those who start the whole debate. We have never consciously done anything to warrant any disputes. India is a democratic country granting all its citizens the freedom of expression. People have the liberty of speech and expression. As long as they are not involved in any unlawful activi​ties.

Q. Some organisations have taken such strong objection that they have even threatened suicide. They feel that a contest like this, in the guise of beauty, is actu​ally encouraging exhibition of the female body.

A. I have just mentioned that this is a democracy and that people have the right to air their opinions. I would like to refrain from commenting on the objection to the contest and have nothing to say on the subject of exhibitionism either. That is their perception. All I can say is that I have never wished anyone ill in my life. The rest I leave in God's hands.

Q. How did your company bag the 'Miss World' account?

A. Well this kind of an event management opportunity was one of the objectives of the company. This contest has been hosted in Sun City for the last four years. The organisers wanted to host it in some other country. ABCL had a few discussions with them on this and accepted their proposal thereafter.

Q. Has the Indian and Karnataka government extended help to this endeavour because of your involvement with it?

A. I think any function of a massive a scale is bound to get help from its govern​ment. Yes, we have officially accepted all the help from the government. because ultimately India's pride is at stake. This is the first international event that we are hosting.

Q. Why did you choose Bangalore instead of Bombay as the venue for the con​test?

A. Actually we had considered a lot of places but zeroed in on Bangalore because it offered the necessary infrastructure required for an event of this mag​nitude. One has to consider these things when one is hosting an international event. Things like lodging and boarding facilities. The Welcome Group has a chain of hotels, in Jaipur, Agra, Delhi, Madras and Bangalore as well. So it offered accommodation in all the places connected with the contest. Bangalore is also one of the prominent metres of the country and is progressing rapidly. But the best part about Bangalore is that it has the correct balance of a progressive as well as a traditional society, giving it an authentic flavour of Indian culture.

Q. Are you happy with the security arrangements?

A. Absolutely. The Indian and other foreign governments are making sure that the security is not compromised at any stage. Certain private agencies are also extending their help.

Q. Will your company be hosting the contest for the next couple of years as well?

A. The contract has been signed for the next three years, provided the producers of the contest are satisfied with the arrangements and organisation.

Q. You had taken a sabbatical from films and now suddenly you are signed up for 5-6 films?

A. There are some personal and professional reasons for this. The reason I've

signed so many films is because of the people who have invested money and have a share in the company. I have to work for them.

Q. It seems you are now working with new directors rather than your old ones so that you can have an edge over them?

A. When I worked with my old directors I was pulled up for not working with new ones, now that I am, people are having a problem with that too...I just can't seem to please anyone, can I? it all depends on the offers and scripts I get. And I am also working on films being made by Tinu Anand. S. Ramanathan, K.C. Bokadia, Indra Kumar and Mehul Kumar. Does that answer your question?

Q. Last year a mahurat for one of the earlier films was held, but the film is yet unfin​ished?

A. Well that's because it stars actors like Aamir Khan and Madhuri Dixit, who have some problems with their dates as both are very busy. In contrast, I was totally free with all the time in the world. But what could one do, if they were busy. We will be commencing shooting in January though.

Q. You have recently revealed another side of your personality, that of a pop singer?

A. This was something we wanted to experiment with. I tried becoming a singer purely as an experiment with the intention of cutting more albums if I was suc​cessful. Surprisingly the feedback has been quite good.

Q. What have you achieved in the last 55 years?

A. Blessings from the Lord, love and affection from my parents and the everlasting love and adulation, from the people of this country which I can never forget. And which. I will never forget.

A TOAST TO

MADHUSHALA

Hindi poet laureate and author of 'Madhushala', Dr. Harivanshrai Bachchan com​pleted his 85th birthday on the 26th of November. A man of few words, he often remarks: " I have thought, said and written enough". He seldom participates in conversations, preferring instead to maintain a stoic silence. But that was to change, as Amitabh was determined to. So on the night of 26th November at 8 pm, Amitabh invited me over to celebrate his father's birthday, with the intention of making him say a few words. The clock struck 8 pm at 'Pratiksha', Amitabh's Juhu home, where Teji Bachchan had been preparing her husband: "Look Bachchan, somebody's coming to ask you a few questions on behalf of his news​paper. Don't keep mum as usual butspeak." Perhaps at his wife's behest and son's determination Bachchanji broke his silence. That day Bachchanji uncharacteristi-cally spoke a great deal on varied subjects. He speaks rather slowly, often paus​ing to take a breath. He often remarks, "My head is rather empty these days". The following excerpt shows precisely just how full his 'empty' head is:

Amitabh: Dad, like the 'Ramayana' you have also translated the 'Bhagvad Geeta'. But you have done so in the language of the 'Ramayana'. Is there a particular rea​son for this?

Bachchanji: You see, the 'Geeta' is not as widely read by the masses, as is the 'Ramayana'. So, in order to make it equally popular. I translated it in the language of the 'Ramayana'.

A. Why didn't the 'Geeta' become as popular as the 'Ramayana'? B. Sanskrit was the spoken language of this country but has never been as popu​lar. It has been the language of scholars and not fluently spoken or read by the masses. That is not the case with the 'Ramayana' which is read by all. My inten​tion was, to translate the 'Geeta' in a language that is easily understood, so as to make it as popular.

A. Is language the only reason for the popularity of the 'Ramayana'? B. It has a story which the 'Geeta' does not. 'Geeta' is philosophical, and people are not too interested in philosophy.

A. Yes, but it does have very strong characters?

B. Agreed, but it has no story, which the 'Ramayana' has.

A. Very often I have been questioned as to why Hindi film heroes almost wor​shipped. And I have always replied that the story and characterisation in our films is based a lot on our mythology and epics. Would you agree? B. It's relative actually and depends on how you perceive it to be. Mythology is also considered by many to be make believe, hence may hardly be inspirational. I would not be in a position to throw much light on cinema since I'm not well versed on the subject. I only watch your films and what I have observed is that. every film has some kind of an ideal, a moral. There is a tight between good and evil where ultimately, good always triumphs.

A. The 'Ramayana' is widely read and staged in the villages so yes its language could have been instrumental in its popularity. But then those very people go watch films in theatres, which have the same moral, of good triumphing over evil. B. No doubt. But the point to be noted is that the audience watching a film is unaware of its storyline or its ending. They watch each scene unfolding before their eyes for the first time. What is also worth noting is that in time one tends to for​get a film. But books can be remembered for years and can also be easily pre​served for ages.

His Comments:

On the threshold of his 85th birthday: "84 years have passed, of which, many have been good". On mora! values: "There are no values today. There is no value to life anymore". On poetry reading sessions:

"I have stopped going to them ages ago. This tradition has long been stopped and nobody really respects them anymore". Aren't you disturbed by this?

"Yes I am, but what can I do about it? What remedy can I find?" Why aren't today's poems as popular as 'Madhushala'? "One can't blame poetry alone for this turn of events. Are people as interested in them as they once were? The classics are classic. Yet no one reads them today. As for new poems, they are devoid of content. We are experiencing a dry spell in literature".

Hope you complete a century: "Please don't say that".

INTERVEW: "MAJOR SAAB" HAS BEEN SOLD

AT COST PRICE"

Amitabh Bachchan is known for guarding his privacy by keeping reporters at bay. Things seem to have changed now. Whether it is the press or TV, Amitabh seems to be in no mood to give them any reason to complain. Today. Mr. Bachchan has all the time in the world for the fourth estate. After 'Mrityudata's' miserable failure at the box office, 'Major Saab' was a cause for much concern. But with the dark douds having passed by this one, Amitabh is happy to befriend the press once again. After the recent release of 'Major Saab', I met with Amitabh, at the latter's new bungalow. 'Mansa' at Juhu. The following is an excerpt from that interview.

Q. Has 'Major Saab' been successful in its mission?

A. Yes, according to reports from all over the world, it has been successful. The film has had a good opening in states like Bihar, Bengal, U.P, as well as in all the met-ros, like Mumbai, Delhi, Calcutta and Madras.

Q. But the critics have termed it as run-of-the-mill.

A. You cannot compare one man's judgement with that of the masses. The audi​ence's job is to see the film and ours is to act in them and make them. If the crit​ics are so knowledgeable about film making then maybe they should try their hand at it.

Q. In 'Mrityudata', the audience had not accepted Amitabh, but in 'Major Saab'

your performance has been praised by critics and audience alike.

A. I am glad that the audience has accepted me in this character. The audience has the last word, with their approval or disapproval. If they have liked this persona then their opinion should be respected.

Q. Rumour has it that you have sold the territories to the distributors for a song?

A. We have actually sold the film at cost price, primarily because both ABC Corp's films, 'Mrityudata' and 'Saat Rang Ke Sapne' had not fared well and the distribu​tors had suffered heavily. So we have compensated that loss with 'Major Saab'. If the film fares well, then both, the producer and the distributor tend to gain. The relationship between the producer and the distributor is life-long, hence one has to keep the distributor in mind as well.

Q. It has been reported that miscreants are creating problems in some of the the​atres in Mumbai.

A. It's very sad. Yes, it's been heard that during the show, problems are being cre​ated to misguide the audience. This is being orchestrated by certain members of the film industry. I say this because I know it for a fact. I don't normally react to such things. Rather I abhor them. But this time it's not my imagination that's run​ning riot. I do happen to be the producer of this film as you may well know.

Q. You have often been targeted by the media. Then why the sudden change towards it?

A. To be honest, the media seems to be a bit too obsessed with me. It's really dif​ficult to understand the media. When I was not working they insisted that I do. Now that I am, they want to know why. The fact of the matter is that targeting suc​cessful people has become a trend in India. Not only do successful people inspire others but the country too benefits from their success. But unfortunately, certain sections of society are hell bent on bringing them down. India is a democratic

country and no doubt every citizen has his rights. But shouldn't these rights be used for the progress and betterment of our nation?

Q. There was a song in the movie which had caused a hue and cry. But this very song has become popular with the masses.

A. I had wanted this song in 'Lal Badshah' but we did not have a situation for it. 'Major Saab' had a situation where we could use this song, so K.C Bokadia and composer Aadesh Srivastava insisted and I agreed. Today, the popularity of the song endorses my decision and those who were against it have been proved wrong. On my part, this decision has proved to be an important, beneficial and highly popular part of the film. It got talked about and in the end it proved to be a huge success.

INTERVEW: IT IS NOT PAPA. I'M COMETING WIYH - ITS AMITABH BACHCHAN

The flim industry has recently seen the advent of many star kids but none has attracted the kind of attention that Abhishek Bachchan has. Having Amitabh for a father poses a daunting challenge. For it is not easy to fit into his shoes. Abhishek's performance in his first few films was at par with that of other new entrants but the masses expected a lot more from their idol's son. These days

Abhishek is busy enacting romantic roles and trying his hand at playing different characters. Shortly, he wili be seen on screen with his father, something Abhishek is looking forward to, albeit rather nervously. What are his perceptions on his career and what are his dreams? I met Abhishek Bachchan to find out.

Q. You have inherited the genes for acting from both your parents. Hence there are high expectations of you. What are you doing to prove yourself?

A. There is a long and difficult road ahead of me. My father says that one needs to put one's heart and soul into one's work. An advice his father gave him when he started working. As actors we can do our best yet it cannot guarantee the suc​cess of the film. And nor can we make any predictions. Our job is to give each role we play, our best shot. How the film eventually fares we leave for our audience and God to decide.

Q. You say that it depends on the audience. But a new trend is emerging these days. For instance, 'Satya', 'Dil Chahata Hai' and 'Chandni Bar' have been a roaring success in Mumbai. Whereas, some films like 'Gadar' and 'Lagaan' have become hits all over the country. How would you analyse this?

A. I'm not in favour of these so called 'pocket hits'. I feel that films should go the 'Gadar' and 'Lagaan' way and appeal to all the sections of the masses, from Banaras to London.

Q. Some producers state that they are making their films for the foreign audience and not for the audiences in Bihar. When the fact is that the domestic audience is responsible for its failure or success.

A. We should make films that have a universal appeal and cater to the national and international audience. Those are the kind of films I would like to work in.

Q. Why did you decide to make a career in films?

A. Maybe because it's in my blood. Both my parents are remarkable actors hav​ing a certain standing in the industry. And as you said earlier, I've inherited their genes. Another reason is that working in films is an addiction of sorts. I clearly remember the first time I stepped into the Kamalistan Studio and gave my first shot. Since then, I want to face the camera and work in front of it for twenty four hours. I cannot explain the satisfaction and fulfillment one feels while acting. It's a completely different high.

Q. When did you first think of acting in films?

A. Since childhood, really. Though, not unlike other kids, I also had visions of becoming a pilot, a doctor or even an engineer. But somehow the acting bug was the strongest. Then, when I was 18 and studying abroad, I gave it a serious thought and discussed it over the phone with my parents. They were very encouraging and supportive but insisted that I first complete my education.

Q. Your parents were in the position to launch you as has been done with a lot of other star children?

A. When Mr. J P Dutta approached us my parents were impressed with the script and felt it was suitable for my debut.

Q. Did you prepare yourself before you stepped into this career?

A. Yes I did some workshops with Mr. Taneja and Anupam Kher, in Mumbai. But when I signed 'Refugee', Mr. J P Dutta wanted me as I was - raw and inexperi​enced. He wanted to mould me in his own way. So it would be correct to say that I started my real training with Mr. Dutta.

Q. Hrithik and you joined the industry around the same time. How different do you find yourself from him?

A. Oh he's a very good artiste and a close friend. I don't really wish to make com​parisons between ourselves because I'm not in any competition with him. We are colleagues. We attended Anupamji's workshop together and during that time I found him to be an extremely hard working person. It is his sincerity and hard work that has got him the accolades he so deserves. I would like to have a healthy competition with him. Whenever we are together we normally discuss work.

Q. When the two of you were being compared it was said that his father was an average actor whilst yours was par excellence. What do you feel of such com​parisons?

A. I'm indifferent to them. My job is to act and that is what I do. If I'm busy keep​ing abreast of things that are said about Hrithik then I'll never be able to concen​trate on my work. When I'm facing the camera, all that concerns me is giving my best and getting into the skin of the character. My father has taught me to ignore things written about me in the press and concentrate on my work. And that's exactly what I do.

Q. You are a public figure. Hence the media is bound to keep a close watch on you and report the minutest details of your life. How do you feel about that?

A. I don't blame them as that is their job. Besides, when we decide to enter the acting profession, we should expect to live perennially in the public eye. We need not be embarrassed about anything. Just as they don't interfere with our work we should not interfere with theirs. Writing is their profession and they should be allowed to do so. It does hurt though, when any false news gets published. And I cannot disregard any news that hurts my self respect. I will definitely raise my voice against it. But nothing of the sort has so far happened with me and I have no enmi​ty with the press.

Q. A lot is being speculated on your personal life, including your marriage? A. Let them continue speculating. It makes no difference to me. Only I know the

truth. Further more, when I get married they will know anyway. I believe someone has even published the date I'll get married. When I want to, I will. Why should I hide it?

Q. You have had a childhood experience of seeing your parents face the cam​era. There are many new entrants who have not come from a film background or those who have come from the NSD or the small screen and yet are doing fairly well. You on the other hand, have not got the kind of success that you should have?

A. I don't agree. My father had to struggle for seven long years before he gave his first hit. I'm quite happy with my debut. I believe that in order to reach the top of the ladder you have to start at the bottom rung. I'm happy with my work and so are my fans and critics. I'm dedicated to my work and am slowly yet steadily mov​ing towards my goal. I have nothing to complain about.

Q. Does your father advice you on your profession?

A. Oh all the time. I'm very fortunate in that way and consider this my plus point. I'm lucky to have him guiding me.

Q. In case you got the chance to play any role played by your father, which would it be?

A. I had liked 'Agnipath' very much and would like to play that role. I had spent a lot of time with Papa during the making of this film hence I'm aware of the hard work he has put into it.

Q. Which of your mother's films do you like? A. All, especially those in which she has acted with Papa. Q. Is there any other actor [apart from Papa] or role you would like to play?

A. I like 'Ganga Jamuna' and 'Mughal-e-Aazam' quite a bit. My favourite actors are Dilip Kumar and in today's times, Akshaye Khanna.

Q. Would you have liked to work with any of the heroines of yester years? A. With my morn, Waheeda Rehman and Zeenat Aman. Q. Which directors, then and now, would you like to work with?

A. I would love to work with Manmohan Desai. Unfortunately it's no longer possi​ble.

Q. Your father was known as the angry young man but you have not played this kind of a role as yet?

A. Well no one has offered me this kind of a role till date. Q. Do you agree that there is a dearth of good stories in today's films?

A. Definitely. The variation present in the films of the 70's and 80's no longer exists today. There is an acute shortage of writers like Salim sahib and Javed sahib. But life is a cycle and one never knows, things might soon change for the better.

Q. 'Maine Bhi Pyaar Kiya' is due for release. Is there anything you would like to say about this film and any other forthcoming ones?

A. My character is slightly different in this film and I think I've done justice to it. Akshaye Kumar and Karishma Kapoor are my co-stars in this film. I'm grateful to Dharmesh Darshanji for having given me a good role. He has also taught me that to give a good performance one needs to gain self confidence in one's self and respect the director's vision. I hope that the audience likes this film too. I'm also working with Rohan Sippy in 'Kuch Na Kaho', co-starring Aishwarya Rai. Anupamji's '0m Jai Jagdish' is also nearing completion. There are a few others

too, but we haven't begun shooting for them as yet.

Q. 'Shararaf will be releasing soon. In this film you have worked with many of your father's contemporaries and maybe some who are even older. How did you find the experience?

A. Oh, this film is full of legends! God alone knows how I faced the camera in front of such stalwarts. For a moment I had my doubts about being able to work with them. But they all indulged me a lot. Many a times in their presence, I would for​get my dialogues but they would help me with the scene. I was amazed at their energy levels and their dedication towards their work. I will never forget this expe​rience.

Q. You will soon be sharing the sets with your father. Would you like to say some​thing about that?

A. I'm very nervous about this film. Oh, I can rub shoulders with my father. But here it's Amitabh Bachchan I would be working with. Facing my father and facing the camera with Amifabh Bachchan are two different things altogether. You can imagine my plight. So I'm just looking at this as a school where I'm a student and he's my teacher. And that my exams are around the corner. At the very least, I can hope to do well. Apart from that, I know I will get a chance to learn a great deal from him and he's helping me a lot too.

Q. Your father often quotes your grandfather's poems and mentions things about him. Do you have any such memories of your grandfather?

A. Dadaji's poems inspire me. When Papa was going through a lean phase, he derived a lot of strength from Dadaji's poems, especially 'Agnipath'. I too like this poem very much. Besides Dadaji often says 'What will be, will be'. My grandfather had told me something once. He said, 'The number of failures in your life is not important. What is important is how successful you have been, how many times and how long you hold on to that success.'

Q. Has Dadaji seen any of your films?

A. No, he does not get the time from seeing Papa's films.

Q. And Dadi?

A. Yes just recently she saw 'Refugee'

THE DAY, I LOST MY BARRING AT

BARELI BAZAR

"My marriage to a pretty, young, Punjabi girl raised many eyebrows and caused much speculation. People waged bets that it would not last for even a year..." This is what Bachchanji has said in his autobiography, about his marriage to Teji Suri, 50 years ago. A marriage that was presumed to be doomed completed its 50th anniversary on the 24th of January. I am fortunate to witness and capture that memorable day for the Bachchan family, their emotions and their state of mind, as they get together to participate in this wondrous occasion. Teji ji travels down memory lane, picking incidents from 50 glorious years, while Bachchanji, sits qui​etly, holding her hand.

"Bhaisahab, here I am". After spending a lifetime together, a husband-wife rela​tionship, settles down to such deep comfort levels that it not only justifies Teji's manner of addressing her husband but also reflects an everlasting bond of friend​ship .

The family had gathered in the drawing room of 'Pratiksha', Amitabh's residence, to celebrate the golden wedding anniversary of the senior Bachchans. At

] ] .45am to be exact. Dr. Bachchan entered the room and made himself com​fortable on the sofa. Precisely five minutes later, Teji, helped byAmitabh, made her entrance. After she announced her arrival to him, she said, "Bachchan, remember we got married exactly 50 years ago".

She then took his hand in hers and rested her head on his shoulders and the close​ness they shared was apparent to all. "Amit, just support me lest I fall", having said this, Teji and Dr. Bachchan simply sat holding hands for hours together. Amitabh. silent and overwhelmed with emotion, stood for a long time, just watching them.

Pin drop silence, echoed throughout the room, as nobody wanted to disturb that extremely beautiful and touching moment. They both radiated with a glow of bliss and contentment; a picture of satisfaction of having each other and the even greater satisfaction of having understood each other. I could no longer contain myself, and had to ask them what their feelings were at that moment.

Bachchanji, told me that the past was floating in his mind but Teji ji, elaborated and told us all that she remembered.

She said, 'To a mother, nothing is more important than her family. And I was no dif​ferent. Frankly, I never needed anything else".

What about as a wife?

"The wife is the backbone of the family, isn't she? I gave him a lot of space and put no other pressures on him, as he was involved in so many things. He was a poet and used to write; he taught at the university, attended poetry sessions and was the sole bread winner of the family. So I did not further burden him with household chores".

Teji ji holds the belief that the husband is the head of the family. And does not wish to start a debate on the equality issues between husband and wife. She says, "From the beginning I had taught my children to respect their father and had
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impressed upon them the fact that their father was a scholar and a writer-poet of high repute hence should not be disturbed with trivial things. I never informed him about their mischief or pranks. In our house at Allahabad, whenever he heard the children make too much noise, while he was working, he would inquire if they were harassing me. And I used to laugh it off".

"I never allowed any hindrance to come in his work. I sincerely believe that a poet's wife should hold a very high regard for his poetry, higher than she even regards him. Our house, especially when we shifted to Delhi, was an open house. At any given time there used to be a stream of visitors, his fans mostly, urging him to recite his verses. When he returned from his poetry sessions he normally lament​ed that, "I'm highly troubled since nobody recites anything else. I have penned so many other poems apart from Madhushala". That is when I used to feel proud that not only was he my husband but was also the father of my children. But what I liked most about him was the fact that he was a very good poet. He rarely found time from his writing and his poetry sessions".

Amitabh touched both his parents' feet and presented them with a card. He then told his mother to comment on his 'progress report'.

Teji ji asked him what he meant by that. About her children, he clarified. She replied that she is very happy with the 'progress report'. Pointing to both her chil​dren. Amitabh and Ajitabh, she says, "These days they have ganged up with their father. They see him work for hours. Once when Amitabh returned afterworking for 22 hours, his father told him: See Munna, one square meal a day is enough for us." On hearing this Amitabh interrupts, "Dad I remember that day even today, when you had told me that it's ver/ difficult to earn a meal. Today I say that it is very dif​ficult to earn a living".

I asked Teji ji if there was any particular moment in her life that is unforgettable.

On hearing my question her eyes sparkle and she says, "Bachchan, should I reveal the character, which one of your poems, is based on?"

She pats her husband on the cheek and he gives his consent Bachchanji tells us the name of the book the poem is in and Jayaji gets the book. Teji ji reads aloud the entire poem.

After completing the rendition, once again she asks her husband, "Bachchan, should I reveal the secret? Maybe you should do the honours".

And once again she has the same smile on her face which she probably had when she had heard it tor the first time.

Bachchanji reveals that it was the first poem he had read out to her. many sum​mers ago.

Teji ji. says, "It was a long time ago. I never understood Hindi too well but was flu​ent in English. I was visiting a friend in Bareli. Suddenly I heard people shouting: Bachchan has arrived. What a voice that was! Amitabh's is nothing in comparison. I may not have been conversant with Hindi but I had read so much in English that somewhere I had this feeling that this man has gone through some kind of suffer​ing, which is why he says: What will you do with my pain. what will you do? Should I indulge more...no I won't..." then once again she is lost in thoughts. She comes out of her reverie and says, "I met him one evening, for the first time. I believe in God and destiny. Whatever is meant to happen, does happen. And we can do nothing about it".

I got engaged in Bareli one evening. Bachchanji congratulated me. I replied to him, "I lost my earring in the Bareli Bazar" and Bachchanji broke into a hearty laughter. I wanted to make him laugh because I felt that he was unhappy about something. So I repeated what I had told him and once again he laughed". While Teji ji recollected this incident, Bachchanji laughed yet again.

"I just wish that people would understand each other's joys and sorrows. This is especially true in a husband-wife relationship. Money isn't everything".

MY DAUGHTER JAYA, MY SON-IN-LAW AMITABH-

BY TARUNKUMAR BHADHURI

When my daughter first stepped into the world of films, in 1970, Satyajit Ray, had prophesied to me. "For about a year, at least in Bengal, she will be known as your daughter. From thereon, you will be known as her father". His prediction became a reality, long before I had expected.

But this was not all. For. there was to be a day, when I was also to be known, as the father-in-law, of a man who entered the Hall of Fame in Indian cinema. A man, who is commonly known, as 'The Super Star'. Amitabh Bachchan. How would you react to someone who unwittingly becomes the father and father-in-law of two such celebrities? Would you envy him? Or, would you perhaps sympa​thise?

I am now expected, nay, pressurised, to write about the Amitabh you don't know. Might I add that personally, I am not too happy about this. I very much doubt I would be able to objectively sketch a picture of someone so well known and writ​ten about. That he has even been unanimously declared as 'a-one-man-industry'. What further light can I throw on a person whose life is more or less an open book?

I first met Amit on a night of early 1972. He was busy courting Jaya those days. My initial memory of him is of a tall and lanky young man, clad in a silk lungi-kurta, attire he liked to relax in then. He had parked his swanky car a few feet ahead of Jaya's Fiat. and a small distance away from her apartment at Juhu Beach. I was returning home from a party. As I was alighting from the car, I found this youth [who Jaya affectionately called 'Lambuji'] swiftly come out of the shadows and touch my feet. I lifted my gaze and saw this white form emerge in front of me. "Are you indeed the author of that..." he asked, referring to one of my books. "Yes", I replied. "It's beautiful", said he.

That was all he said. But, the deep resonance of the voice I heard that night

echoes in my mind till today. Those days, my wife was living with Jaya in Bombay, whereas I was based in BhopaL But I used to visit Bombay every once in a while.

It was the 25th of May, 1973, a date I remember even today, when a trunk call from Bombay, took me completely by surprise. The person at the other end said, "Baba, this is Amit. Could you and Ma, come to Bombay tomorrow?" "But why?" I asked.

"Ma knows the reason. She will tell you".

My wife only said: "Dear God! You have become totally senile. Don't you realise they want to get married?"

Well, we just packed our bags and headed for Bombay. We arrived on the 25th. On agenda, was a 'secret wedding', to be held on 3rd June 1973, organised by yours truly. How the entire business was kept hush and carried out at my friend's apartment on Malabar Hill, is insignificant at the moment. For. there are other sto​ries to tell.

I am an atheist. My wife isn't. And she was adamant, as wives normally are, that the ceremony should take place according to traditional rites. That is, the Bengali tradition. Now for those of you who are unfamiliar, the Bengali wedding ceremo​ny, is a rather long drawn but an interesting affair. The Bengali Pundit [who was traced with much difficultyJ had his own objection, to a Bengali. Brahman girl mar​rying a non-Bengali, non-Brahman boy. With great persuasion, the Pundit agreed and the ceremony began. It concluded the next morning. And the newly weds departed for London, the day after, it is to Amit's credit that he patiently sat through the entire ritual without hurting anybody's sentiments, doing as he was told. I organised a reception for them, in Bhopal, on their return. The perfect groom, he abided to all that was expected of him. And respectfully took blessings from elders by touching their feet. When introduced to VIP's he referred to them as 'Sir' and met them very warmly. All this, he did with feeling and conviction. For, neither is he easily fooled nor is he a hypocrite.

He is not a fanatic but is religious in his own way. He reads the Geeta everyday

and plays the Sitar as well. He has a library stacked with books and loves to read as and when time permits. He also has a passion for music. He is very committed to his work and punctual too. At work he surrenders himself to the capable hands of his directors and complies with their demands. He likes to devote his Sundays to his family and enjoys indulging as well as being indulged by them.

Whatever his image is on screen, Amitabh is a pure vegetarian, a teetotaler and a non-smoker. This has been his choice entirely and is independent of any moral or religious issues. He prefers solitude, is quite reserved by nature, sensitive and prone to hurt easily. He has very strong likes and dislikes. His circle of friends is selec​tive and limited. He rarely attends parties.

In spite of all this he is grossly misunderstood in the industry and often made a tar​get of baseless and false accusations. A section of the press in Bombay has so gravely maligned him that anyone else in his shoes would perhaps have lost his senses. But Amit is capable of retorting, which at times he does.

Now. do I also have to comment on my daughter? It seems so, according to my friends.

Jaya was in her early teens when she starred for the very first time in Satyajit Ray's film 'Mahanagar'. This was way back in 1952, while she was schooling in Bhopal at The Saint Joseph's Convent. We were visiting a friend on location while he was shooting. We returned from Puri, and took a brief halt in Calcutta for ten days. It was during this time that Ray met her. He was writing the screenplay for 'Mahanagar' at the time and he invited her for lunch. After that we returned to Bhopal and forgot about the meeting. One fine morning, I received a telegram from Ray saying, "I need Jaya for my new film".

Ray is very fond of her. When Jaya wanted to join the Film Institute, she asked him for a certificate. He replied. "I don't think you need any training to act". Jaya had already acted on stage before she worked in Ray's film.
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While she was still studying in Pune, Basu Chatterji was keen to sign her for his film 'Sara Aakash'. But that was against the rules of the Institute, as it did not permit its students to act in commercial films while they were still studying. Since she had lost this opportunity, the Director of the Institute, Shri. Jagat Murari suggested her name to Hrishikesh Mukherji for 'Guddi'. When she passed out of the Institute, the role was waiting for her. One after the other, she worked in three Bengali films and then, in 'Guddi'. Thereafter, her body of work has become a part of Indian cinematic history.

I had no doubts that Jaya would find success in anything she did. I also knew that she would not fit the role of a Hindi film heroine in commercial films. She was made of a different substance altogether. When she took any task in hand she accom​plished it with total commitment and self confidence. Acting was just one of the things she was good at. She had learnt Bharat Natyam for five years, was a nation​al cadet and had even been awarded the medal for being the best female cadet, at the Republic Day Parade ceremony.

INTERVEW: DO I HAVE TO DEFEND MYSELF LIFELONG?

After reigning supreme for two and a half decades, this month-end wUI test Amitabh Bachchan's hold on the box office. After a 5 year long hiatus, his come

back with 'Mntyudata' has not been quite up to his expectations. This year he challenges the box office with four films, of which. 'Major Scab' is the production of his own company. He holds court rather nervously, fielding pressures from his fans on one hand and dealing with his critics on the other. Not even the most cred​ible of film pundits, can accurately predict the outcome of a film at the box office. The final verdict always rests with the audience. Amitabh fully accepts this and leaves the fate of 'Major Saab' and his forthcoming films in the hands of the audi​ence.

Q. You had mentioned a while ago that you would no longer do the song and dance routine. Yet. in 'Lal Badshah', you have been seen in such scenes with Shilpa and Manisha. doing the very same.

A. Yes that is the perception one has after seeing the promos on TV. But that is actually a dream sequence. It you see the entire film, you will not find me chasing them.

Q. Because of 'Major Saab', have you by any chance kept the release of 'Lal Badshah' hanging in mid air?

A. Nonsense. I have never dabbled in such politics. Whichever film gets complet​ed gets released first. 'Major Saab' has been completed whereas 'Lal Badshah' has few scenes pending.

Q. But surely stars like you have a say in these things? Why has it still not been com​pleted when it was begun at the same time as A.K Ramanathan's 'Mrityudata'?

A. How do my likes and dislikes matter when I'm merely doing a job where I'm at the mercy of my producer-director? Besides, let me inform you that eight reels have been shot and shortly, the rest will be too.

Q. Could you please define your role in 'Major Saab'?

A. I am playing a senior army Major, in charge of training new cadets. Ajay Devgan is a youth who hails from a family which has always had some member in the army. According to his father's will, unless he joins the army he cannot avail of his share in the inheritance. He joins with the intention of breaking rules and hence being automatically thrown out. But the Major does not allow him to do so and the two form a very special bond. The boy falls in love with an underworld Don's sister and the Major helps him out by waging a war against the underworld.

Q. Have you included a song from 'Lal Badshah' because it is your film?

A. No, this is a false allegation. That song was from my film and it had been decid​ed that I could use it where I so desired. Aadesh Srivastava had composed the song. But 'Lal Badshah' had no situation for it while 'Major Saab' did. The decision to include it in 'Major Saab' was taken by Aadesh, KC Bokadia and Anand Raj Anand. When both the composers and the producer.of 'Lal Badshah' had no problem with this then why are others objecting?

Q. Why are you always targeted by the media?

A. It is their job to write. And up to the government and the judiciary to keep them in check. People like myself are professionally connected to the media hence cannot ignore them. But one has to correct false information. What can I do on my own? Should I spend my entire life simply defending myself? When I had taken a break from films, they shouted from roof tops that on popular demand I should re- join. Now that I have, they want to know why! Once 'Mrityudata' proved to be unsuccessful, they wanted me to pack my bags and go home! What, pray am I supposed to do?

Q. Perhaps 'Mrityudata' did not quite live up to the expectations, that's why you were criticised so severely?

A. Sure it did not, which is why it did not fare well. But we all make mistakes and learn from them. They should be forgiven too. Each day should begin on a new

note and with a new hope.

Q. Your selection of roles is being criticised the most. Do you not think that you should choose them more carefully?

A. Look, I cannot decide the role. It is impossible for me to dictate my role to the director. KC Bokadia felt I was suitable for the role in 'Lal Badshah' while Tinu Anand believed that 'Major Saab' befitted my age and experience. I simply fol​low orders and do what I can. Although, playing a college student is not my cup of tea anymore. We actors are puppets in the hands of our audience. The roles we play and the image we have is totally dependent on them. I will continue to act as long as they accept me. When they stop, I will simply hang up my hat and sit at home.

Q. Someone who has reached the heights you have, can surely make a request for a role of his own choice?

A. Believe me, that I am a great actor and can call the shots, is a big misconcep​tion. I am nothing great and nor have I the ability to be. Fate and my parents' blessings have given me a job. Having complete confidence in my producer-directors, I have delivered myself in their hands.

Q. Why aren't you working any longer with producer-directors who have con​tributed to your success?

A. Manji, [Manmohan Desai] is no more, Yash Chopra no longer wants to sign me, now that he has younger actors like Shahrukh Khan. I can't possibly force anyone, now can I? Prakash Mehra has a story and we are discussing it. Seriously, it's a Catch 22 situation. If I work with newcomers. I'm accused of ditching my previous directors. Whereas, if I continue working with my old directors, then I'm criticised for being selective and choosy. Looks like I just can't win. I'm working with David Dhawan in 'Bade Miyan Chote Miyan' and Priyadarshan in 'Suryavansham'. Govind Nihiani and Prakash Jha have also approached me.

Q. ABCL, your corporation has been propped up by the Sahara Group. Are you also connected with them in Home TV?

A. There's no monetary relation, only an emotional one between us. And emotions are invaluable. This information is totally false. They are just guiding us and the bit about Home TV is utter nonsense. Once upon a time I was said to be holding the political reins of the entire country in my hands. Today, I'm connected only with Sahara. Must say times have improved!

Q. Does your company have any plans for the near future?

A. Ah yes, there are many in the pipeline but I would not like to reveal them just yet. We would be commencing a few films, either this year or early next. One is with Aamir Khan, to be directed by Mansoor Khan. Priyadarshan will also be direct​ing a film.

Q. Will you make a film with Abhishek too? A. Most certainly, why not? Q. How do you feel about him joining the industry?

A. I'm happy that he has chosen the same career as mine. The only difference being that when I started out I had no one to guide me. Abhishek is fortunate to have Jaya and myself. On the other hand there are a lot more expectations from him and hence he has to work harder at proving himself. If he's talented he will establish himself. As a father, like any other, I too wish he far exceeds the heights I reached and is much more successful than I was.

Q. Where do you find yourself amongst so many newcomers?

A. Well the yesteryears saw far better actors than me. And so will the current and coming generations. This is a fact of life. Every actor has a period in his career

when he reaches a peak. Today it's Aamir, Shahrukh, Salmon. Sunny, Ajay, Sanjay and others. Tomorrow some other name will be on the lips of the masses.

Q. Do you include Abhishek in this?

A. I can only support and encourage him but cannot create talent in him. Because when he faces the camera, he is left entirely on his own. The camera is concerned with him only. not with those around him. Besides, the final verdict lies with the audience. It is they who will decide whether or not to accept him.

THE BACHCHANS - TAKING CARE OF

EACH OTHER

Super Star Amitabh Bachchan's father and noted poet Dr. Harivanshrai Bachchan had been ailing since some time. Those days he had been admitted at the Breach Candy Hospital in Bombay, where his son, Amitabh, was attending to him, night and day.

He is known the world over as a legend. His appearance on the silver screen rais​es the heartbeats of many and his fans would do anything for a mere glimpse of him. The man who has conquered tinsel town, made his mark in politics before bid​ding it adieu and whose voice is recognised long before his larger than life image appears. The man. at whose feet success humbly resides, who has been blessed with the rare combination of wealth, fame and love. And, who lives in the hearts and dreams of the masses. This man, who is revered by the world, idolises one. whom he considers to be a legend. And that is, none other, than the illustrious Dr. Harivanshrai Bachchan. Not because Harivanshraiji happens to be his father but

because he appreciates the greatness of the man.

This is what he has to say about his father.

"My father has been my hero and I have idolised him ever since I can remember He is a historical figure in Indian literature and his fan following would be in the range of millions or perhaps even in billions". Once during a trip to Kashmir, Dr. Bachchan had been asked by someone, which of his poems was the best. Pal had come the reply, "Amitabh".

Dr. Bachchan's reply becomes all the more significant today, as his 'poem' sits night and day at his bedside, tending to his each and every need, as he recu​perates at the hospital. There isn't a moment when Amitabh is not around his father, taking care of the smallest things in his daily life.

I recall Pandit Nehru's book, written for Indira. "Letters to my Daughter". Some peo​ple get assimilated in the pages of history while others write history themselves. In the ebb and flow of time, they emerge as formidable signatures in life. Dr. Bachchan and his son Amitabh. together are one such unique combination.

While Amitabh was busy staging shows abroad from the 1 1 th of May, back home on the 16th, his father slipped in the bathroom and fractured his hip. He was imme​diately admitted to the Breach Candy Hospital. The moment he heard the news, he postponed his show and rushed to Bombay and left again after three days. During the period of his shows he shuttled between London and Bombay. Once he arrived at the venue of the show, straight from the airport, after which he returned to Bombay, only to go back again to London, for another show.

On the night of the 14th. Dr. Bachchan, got breathless and had to be admitted again, this time at the Hinduja Hospital. His entire family was with him. From the 11th to the 23rd of June, Amitabh was at his father's side twenty four hours. So much so, that he had taken up an entire section of the hospital and made it his home for that period.

Amitabh's dedication towards his father is an ideal worth emulating by today's youth. Though he too was indisposed tor a few days, he nevertheless, continued meeting well wishers, personally fed his father and monitored his medication. During his spare time, he would often be seen sitting in a corner, either praying or meditating. At times one could clearly see his eyes moisten with tears. But not once did he flinch from his responsibilities.

It is a rare phenomenon to see the respect, love, adulation and concern a son has for his father. It could prove to be an important lesson for people to learn from and thus alter their own behaviour towards their seniors.

I also got the opportunity to see this same dedication in his wife Jaya, when Amitabh was abroad during his father's hospitalisation; and as much in Bachchanji's younger son Ajitabh, who in spite of his busy schedule was shoulder​ing his duties as a son, along with elder brother Amitabh. To put things in a nutshell, the Bachchan family is indeed a unique and remarkable example of Indian cul​ture and value systems.

INTERVEW: A SMILE ON MY FACE AND A SINGLE TEAR RUNNING

DOWN MY CHEEK

Super star Amitabh Bachchan has merely two more years to go, before he is sixty. He had entered people's hearts a long time ago, but these days he has even entered their drawing rooms. The phenomenal success of 'Kaun Banega Carodpati' on Star Plus has sent competitive channels into a tizzy. Its popularity with its audience ranges from the age group of five to fifty year olds. with ever/​body eager to hear his unmistakable voice at 9 pm. The following are highlights of his recent conversations with me.

Q. You were first awarded the title of a Star, then Super Star and now you are being called the Star of the millennium. How would you define all three?

A. That is beyond me. I don't fake them seriously; they are all conjured up by the media. Oh they sound good to the ears alright. In the film industry, any hero who gives a few hits is made into a Star or Super Star. This is probably why I too have been so honoured. And speaking of the Millennium Star, I think it spread world wide because of the internet poll. Perhaps Indians outnumbered foreigners in the list of nominees, which is why I got lucky. I don't really give too much importance to such things.

Q. Nonetheless, did you feel proud to be selected as the Star of the Millennium? A. I agree that I got the maximum votes in this poll, even vis-a-vis foreign actors,

but I do not accept this as the ultimate decision. And to be honest, I did not feel pride when awarded this title, because I believe there are far more deserving can​didates for it. The film medium is an interesting one and the poll merely showed its popularity.

Q. But these days you seem to have taken over the small screen?

A. This is a mere coincidence. I had never anticipated the kind of popularity 'Kaun Banega Carodpati' has got. This is the fruit of the efforts of all those connected with the programme, i.e. Star Plus, and the contestants as well. I cannot take the entire credit for this. But it certainly helped improve my general knowledge.

Q. As a human being if you were to elucidate the high point of your life what would it be?

A. That I'm an Indian. I got the opportunity to connect myself with such a strong and powerful medium like film. It's a medium which takes a person to the com​mon man and creates entertainment for him. Entertainment is a means of satisfy​ing a common man's psychological needs. If I have been successful in satisfying even some of those needs then I consider myself truly blessed. Because today, entertainment has become a basic need for survival. I have been blessed by my parents and loved by my audience. I am also very grateful to all my co-workers in the industry who gave me the fantastic opportunity of presenting my talent to the public.

Q. The audience has a certain image of you which is perhaps difficult to break. But sometimes, professional losses also prevent an actor from breaking his image. Why is this?

A. You are absolutely right. We actors tend to get caught in a set image. Film is a very powerful medium. When someone watches a film in a theatre he observes the actor very minutely. His mannerisms, his sense of dress, his actions and the way he projects himself. All these put together, form in his mind, an image which he

associates with that actor. If it appeals to him, he can get influenced by it. But this is only an image, an illusion, which should not be taken home with him.

Every actor leads a double role. One is what he enacts in a film and the other, is his factual reality. Now when a certain image on film is highly appreciated by the audience, it's but natural that the producer-director, would, like to project that actor in the same image, time after time. No producer-director would make a movie which he knows will not appeal to the masses. At the same time, it is also the actor's responsibility and choice to add some kind of a variation to the char​acter so that it does not become repetitive, in my opinion, every actor would like a variation in the roles he plays, not only for his own satisfaction but also to prove his versatility to his audience. Unfortunately, very few can manage to do this. Only an actor of exceptionally high calibre would succeed in convincingly playing a variety of roles which are so drastically opposite to his image. Earlier, due to pro​fessional reasons I accepted whatever offers came my way. But today, with God's grace I have reached a stage in life where I need not. I neither have youth on my side anymore nor do I earn my bread and butter from films alone. So I can afford to be a little choosy and experiment with different roles. In quite a few of my forth​coming films I have deviated from my image. Enacting such roles whets my cre​ative appetite and gives me immense peace of mind.

Q. Have you ever felt, that you are, in fact, living what you are enacting on •screen?

A. I'm sure this happens with all actors. Actors play such varied roles that some​where they are bound to experience a feeling of deja vu. At such times they are at a loss to understand how they should express their feelings.

Q. Actors, like you, live a 'made-to-order' life on screen. Do you ever get a chance to live life the way you want?

A. Yes it's possible. An actor just has to realise that he is not what he portrays on screen. And this is true of all creative people, why just actors? It is in fact true to

every walk of life. In an actor's case, he has to decide the level of friendship he chooses to maintain with a journalist. In professional friendships you are treading on egg shells and have to be very careful. And how well you balance the two is up to you.

Now let's take journalists as an example. When you are asked to report on a tragedy, as a human being your reaction would be one of sadness and despair. You may be forced to see sights you can't bear to and would like to run away from. But, the next instant, your professionalism takes over and you stop reacting as a human being and merely do what you have been sent there to do, which is report. You review the situation in depth and present it as interestingly as possible. Any other person in your shoes would probably faint or get sick but you report it. Because that is your job. It is the same with actors. A villain on screen is not so in real life. Every artiste or rather I should say, every creative person should be seen differently and be given due respect...and that includes journalists. Q. You have been called the angry young man. If you had to choose any one part of your film career which would it be?

A. I have never perceived my career to be a race. I have been committed to my work from the very beginning. I have lived a greater part of my life in this industry and have often tried to analyse it. I guess the first part of my career in the industry was when I entered it. I worked with Khwaja Ahmed Abbas and Hrishikesh Mukherji. The next phase began when I worked with Salim-Javed, Prakash Mehra, Manmohan Desai and Yash Chopra. The third phase was with the then newcom​ers, like Tinu Anand and Mukul Anand. But let me mention here that I noticed them using the same cinematic techniques as the directors of today. Together, we made films like 'Khuda Gawah'. 'Agnipath' and 'Shahenshah'. The fourth phase has now begun. I'm in the process of working with directors who have literally grown up in front of me. Aditya Chopra, Yashji's son, has visited the 'Deewar' set when he was barely 6 months old. Then there's Karan Johar, a friend of Abhishek's and as old as him too. I will now be working under their direction and feel very good when I see them working on the set. I guess this just about sums up the dif​ferent phases of my career. Since it has been such a long span of time I have also

been fortunate to have worked with 3 different generations of directors.

Q. Did competition exist in those days? And what is the difference between then and now?

A. Oh yes, it did. Everybody wished to outshine the other. Those connected with art, still have that dedication intact. But the times today are different, the pace much faster.

When I first came here I knew nothing about the industry, t had no clue of film mak​ing. This city and its people were very new to me and I knew no one. I just had this burning desire to make it in this industry. Today's generation has great self confi​dence. I have a computer at home which I am yet acquiring the courage to oper​ate, lest I might ruin it. But my granddaughter, all of two years, plays with it as though it were her tv^in in the womb. Today's generation really amazes me and I feel good about them.

One has not yet begun comprehending the strides mankind is taking today. The advent of television has shrunk the world making it a much smaller place than we could imagine. News in any corner of the world is flashed around the globe in an instant.

However my childhood has been spent in altogether different times and those days are very unlike what my children have lived. We derived joy from the simplest and most insignificant of things. Like stealing fruits off a tree or flying kites. We would buy a kite from the bazaar, reinforce its string with crushed glass and hide it in the room. away from other kids. There was an innocent pleasure in such things.

Unfortunately our kids have been bereft of such simple pleasures in life. In those days, riding a cycle was akin to driving a Mercedes. We would take it to school, and then hunt for a safe place to park lest anyone touched it. Sundays would be spent in cleaning and repairing it. It was the high point of our lives. Today children prefer commuting by cars. If you buy them a cycle, you will have to pay someone

else to come and clean it Our whole outlook towards life has changed so drasti​cally.

Q. You are the first North Indian actor who is internationally famous. In Egypt it is said that you would be elected president should you decide to contest elections.

A. That's not quite true. In the yesteryears. there have been many musicians, writ​ers, and actors like Naushad Sahib. Javed Akhtar and Motilal who have hailed from the north. I do agree though, that earlier, most of the artistes came from Punjab, Bengal and the south. Punjabis are blessed with a robust physique and fair complexion, which makes them attractive. As for my popularity, it isn't mine, real​ly. The film medium is a popular medium. I'm just a tiny component of the whole. If the whole is successful, so will I be.

Q. Stars and other people connected with films have a strong influence on the masses. So many people from smaller towns come to Mumbai in the hope of real​ising their dreams. Do you have any advice for them, considering they hold you in high esteem?

A. First of all, you should feel passionately for your art and have the talent to pre​sent it to the world. But knowing the language is most important. You can express emotions on screen only when you are fluent in the language. You see when you face the camera to emote, the emotion should come from within and that is pos​sible only when you are proficient and comfortable with the language.

Q. What if you were offered an Arabic film, could you perform in it?

A. No, not at all. Performing a deaf and dumb person's role is possible. I think in order to give a good performance it's very important to know the language well.

Q. But don't you think that the English language is commonly used in Bollywood? A. Absolutely. In fact it is very unfortunate that for so many years after indepen-

dence we have not been able to free ourselves from the English language. Even today, we perceive a person who is fluent in the language to be well spoken and highly educated. We perceive a foreigner to be far superior to us, when in reality, Hindi cinema is viewed only by those who know Hindi. And yet. strangely enough we advertise the films in English.

Q. What then, according to you draws people to watch our movies?

A. This is precisely what I once asked my father. He opined that our films contain a high degree of poetic justice. We would have to reincarnate seven times and yet be unable to seek the kind of justice that is meted out in one film. In a matter of three hours the character is punished for all the sins he has committed and the one who has done well is amply rewarded. The hero also gets the love of his life and within three hours flat everything gets cleared in black and white. This is Hindi cin​ema's main attraction.

Once when I had visited Russia, I was surprised to see youngsters in Indian clothes. They even take up Hindi as a subject while studying in colleges, just so they are better able to understand Hindi films. So I asked one such youngster, as to what it was about Hindi cinema that attracted them to it. He said that when I exit from the theatre, after having watched a Hindi movie, there is a smile on my face and a single tear running down my cheek. This goes to show that life in its totality is showcased in our films. Our films are watched by our population of 90 crores. And it is the very same 90 crore who also elect our government.

Q. What is the real picture of the India we talk about or the India we wish to por​tray to the world?

A. All I would like to say is that cinema is an illusion and should remain one. All that is portrayed on screen is not always true. We present our talent and our culture very beautifully on screen. And the picture we present of our life is appealing to those abroad. Ours is a unique culture. Besides there must be something in our films that attracts foreigners to laugh, cry and sing with us while viewing our films. Hence

I feel one should not look down on Hindi films. They might have flaws but they have virtues as well.

Q. You have been in the film industry tor the past three decades and have seen many ups and downs. How have you taken them?

A. I have spent the greater part of my life in this industry. I have been consistent in my efforts. This profession has given me fame and fortune. Success is a very rela​tive word. If being rich and famous is deemed to be a mark of success, then I guess I have been fairly successful. But sometimes one also has to taste failure. It's not possible to be successful at everything in life.

A WAX LEGEND, SILENTLY

WAXED ELOQUENT

In the tinsel town of Bollywood most of the stars often appear on the silver screen in double roles. But on this Saturday, at the Filmfare Awards function, a legend of this era, held the audience spellbound, with his double appearance. He was pre​sent in flesh and carved in wax as well. This was none other than super Star Amitabh Bachchan, who appeared on stage instead of the screen.

Amidst a cloud of smoke, one could see , what appeared to be two shadows, with their backs to the audience. As the smoke drifted, one image became clear, that of Amitabh Bachchan. The other figure remained with its back to the audience. And the audience had their eyes fixed on this figure. It was the waxed figure of Amitabh Bachchan that was installed last year at the Madame Tussaud's Wax Museum in London. At first, Amitabh asked the figure to introduce himself to the

audience. But when his plea fell on deaf years, he sternly told the figure to mind his manners, since it was rude to turn ones back to the audience.

He then went over to the statue and slowly turned it around. The audience clapped in glee as firecrackers saluted and welcomed this new entity. Amitabh, straightened the statue's hair, tickied its beard and then rested his hand on its shoulders as he gently glanced at the statue's face.

Amitabh was deeply moved on seeing his statue, in Bombay, in the midst of his own people and fans. He said that it was a historical moment for the film industry to have a wax statue of an Indian film star, installed for the first time, at the 200 year old Madame Tussaud's Wax Museum. He said that this was not only an honour for him but for the entire nation.

This statue of the 'Big B' took six months to make. It was a painstaking job that began in June, and took innumerable sittings, to mould each feature of his face and body into wax.

The hair piece attached to the head has an interesting story of its own. Some of Amitabh's own hair has been stuck on the head of the statue, in order to give it a natural colour and sheen. To get the natural look of his eyes, they were studied in minute detail and each visible capillary was duplicated while creating the eye.

The other Indians who have been so honoured at Madame Tussaud's include Mahatma Gandhi. Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and P.V Narsimha Rao. But

Amitabh's is the only statue\that was allowed to be brought across the seas to

\

Bombay. British airways had to bend their rules slightly in order to bring this statue, encased in 200 kilograms, of wood.

INTERVEW: I HAVE GATNED A LOT, BUT...

There is a poem written by Harivanshrai Bachchan— "In the scramble of Me. had \ ever got my space, my time; perhaps I should sit for a white, so that i may pon​der over this..." This is more or less howAmifabh has lived the sixty springs of his fife. However, he is satisfied with all that life has offered him. Though, even today, this Super Star, faces each day as a challenge. This zest for life and willingness to strug​gle is in factAmitabh's greatest asset and one that he has managed to keep alive even today. The following are the highlights of his conversation with me prior to his 60th birthday.                                                         .

Q. Having reached the age of 60, how do you feel when you look back?

A. I have experienced God's grace, my parents' blessings and am not at all dis​appointed with the way my life has turned out. On the contrary / am delighted at having gained a lot more than I should have. That is the reason I am happy.

Q. You have gone through so many twists and turns in this long journey of life. Have you ever felt that if things had happened differently at any particular time, it would have been better?

A. No, I have not felt that way. Ups and downs are a part of every individ'J-.."s 'if". Without them, life would be truly meaningless. Which is why, I fr"^ - '-- '.y adver​sity with a smile just as I gracefully accepted every •-•;'" • • :;,il of joy. I would not like to change anything in my life. I like ths \.^./ iiiings are and have been.

Q. One matures with age. What is your definition of maturity?

A. Maturity to me is the ability to understand day to day situations, vis-a-vis life, one's self and the world. It is the ability to weigh the pros and cons in any situation, look at things from another's perspective apart from your own and basically putting yourself in another's shoes, before passing any judgement. That, I believe is maturity.

Q. While weighing your gains and losses in life, have you ever regretted having lost anything?

A. There has not been any specific unhappiness, just as there has not been any particular joy. Like I said, life is no bed of roses. If you want the roses you have to accept the thorns too. There have been many disturbing moments in my life whose memories too have been unpleasant. But on the other hand there are memories that are blissful and will always remain so.

Q. Which of your achievements will you hold on to for life?

A. My bond with my parents, their presence in my life and their teachings. This I will never want to part with.

Q. 'What do I Forget and What shall I Remember?' is the title of your father's auto​biography. Your life too has been quite eventful. Do you feel that you should try to forget certain parts of your life?

A. No. I don't think so. It's a different story if they fade from one's memory due to the passage of time. But I sincerely believe that whatever happens in one's life ulti​mately helps in making one a better person. I also believe in destiny. One is des​tined to experience whatever one goes through. And one learns from one's expe​riences. Life is a learning process and that is how I take it to be. So I try to learn from whatever life has taught me in order to progress. I don't waste my time in regret​ting nor in trying to forget the past.

Q. You have now become a grandpa. What are the happiest moments of your life, moments which bring a smile to your face and refresh you?

A. If you are asking about the present, it's definitely my grandchild [Neeta]. Whenever I am to meet her. or speak about her, or I'm with her, all tensions and problems automatically feel insignificant, miniscule and surmountable. Today, the most important moments of my life are those I spend with them. Being with them is a premium.

Q. At this age too, you are full of stamina and lead such a busy schedule. What is the secret of your energy?

A. No secret really. To my good fortune, I am getting work. And if it has to look good then I have to do it to the best of my ability. But yes, the physical stamina f once had is lost.

Q. Today you have wealth, fame and success and are not lacking in anything. Is there anything nagging at the back of your mind, something you are not com​fortable with?

A. Well it's wrong to assume that I have everything and lack nothing. Each and every day is a day of struggle in an individual's life. And one struggles, because behind every problem he will find a solution. This is why I look at life as a struggle and work hard each day. I have never believed that I have achieved everything. that I need nothing more and that I am completely contented in life. Though what I said earlier is also true. And that is, with God's grace, my parents' blessings I have got a lot and I am happy with it. I thank God for finding me worthy of his gifts. I have a home, parents, wife and children, grandchildren too, a career, and the love and affection of my fans. What more can I ask for? Yes, in this regard I am happy and satisfied. But as an artiste I do not find myself contented. I believe everyday is a challenge and I face it as such.

Q, Are you influenced by any director or actor or have you had the opportunity

to learn from anyone?

A. Oh there have been many films which I wish I could have acted in. For instance, Guru Duffs. 'Kagaz Ke Phool', or 'Pyasa', Dilip Kumar's 'Ganga Jamuna', or Bimal Roy's 'Bandini', 'Sujata'...lf I had the opportunity to work in these films it would have been nice. But...

Q. You are in a profession where there are no fixed time limits but you are very punctual and particular about time?

A. In my opinion, there should be a certain amount of discipline in every walk of life. Because, without discipline no work can be completed and should not be completed. If a producer signs me for a film, the least I can do is make sure I report to work on time, do my job and leave. I cannot speak for those who come late on the sets, or have no respect for time. I can only speak for myself. I like to work on time because, if I have been professionally employed then I am supposed to report to work on time and I am mindful of that.

Q. What basic differences do you see in films then and now? Are the differences positive or negative?

A. I feel that the films of yesteryears had strong scripts which are not present in films today. But today, films are stronger technologically, are technically advanced and are presented better. Hence there should be an equal blend of the two. If we ignore technology then we stop progress. On the other hand, scripts are equally important and should not be neglected. There are some good writers and some films do bear this in mind but not to the extent of our older films.

Q. Do you think cinema is living up to its expectations as the most powerful medi​um? How would you rate your films vis-a-vis their obligation or responsibility towards society?

A. The responsibility of cinema is basically to entertain. And in those terms I feel

that Hindi cinema is fulfilling its expectations. Now because it's an influential medi​um, people will naturally feel that cinema should not project anything negative or harmful to society at large. In order to regulate these things, the government appointed the censor board. But on our part, we too should maintain a fair amount of self discipline and make sure that we don't give out any wrong mes​sages through our films. And because there is a very thin line demarcating what's agreeable and what is not, this debate will continue. Different countries have dif​ferent outlooks since their society is varied. Though in today's times, when the world is getting smaller and society's perspective across the globe is also becom​ing alike, I think it won't be very long before our outlooks blend in with each other's and become similar. It would be interesting to watch those turn of events. But I do believe that generally speaking, Hindi cinema does not cross the limits of the norms in Indian culture and tradition. I do not think that our five thousand year old culture is under any threat by a ninety- year- old industry. Undue importance is being given to the film industry and if it's felt that it has the power to uproot the culture of our country then, it is a misconception.

Q. How would you rate the influence of the satellite channels? Are they advanta​geous or disadvantageous?

A. This too is a relative issue. If you think that it is harmful then you have the option not to watch it or allow your children to watch it. But there are those who feel that it is advantageous as it gives you exposure to the world. One is made aware of the progress being made in other countries and in which direction. So it's a fifty-fifty sit​uation really.

Q. How do you differentiate between your life on screen and in reality?

A. The moment I leave the studio, I go home, and connect with my family. That is my reality.

Q. It is a tradition in the industry, to attach a certain image to an actor. You too had been given the image of the angry young man. When you tried to break it you became unsuccessful. But today, the roles you are doing are varied and there

is no attempt to tie you down to any image. How does this make you feel?

A. I feel I have a lot more freedom and can do as I please. The hero carries a cer​tain amount of weight in a film. He has to bear the consequences of that, as also, reap its rewards. Now since I am no longer a hero. I'm out of that status. So I can breathe easy and perform varied characters. An artiste should have the versatili​ty to enact all kinds of roles.

Q. After spending a life time acting on screen, how do you relate to your col​leagues who are relative newcomers?

A. It's a good thing that I get the opportunity to welcome them. I feel that the new generation leaves behind the old and moves forward and that there is no harm in this. The older generation should make place for the new one. This in fact has been happening since time immemorial. I find that the new generation of creative people in our industry, are very capable and enthusiastic.

Q. You are an extremely cool tempered person. What makes you angry? Don't you ever get angry in your personal life?

A, Well, I believe that anger only aggravates and ultimately harms one's own health. It has no effect on the other person. In that case what is the point of vent​ing one's anger on anyone? One can discuss things calmly. I'm pained by indisci​pline. When work which has been allotted, is not carried out properly, I get very angry and upset. But I honestly see no point in voicing my anger because it is going to affect my health adversely and will make no difference to anyone.

Q. A temple has been erected in your honour in Kolkata.

A. I'm extremely uncomfortable with this. But what can be done, it's an expression of the love and adulation people have for me. I would not like to disappoint them or their faith in me. If they really have such a strong faith then I guess they have the freedom to do as they please. But yes, I am truly uncomfortable with this.

